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2013 CRIMINAL OFFENSES

During 2013, law enforcement officers with the Isle of Palms responded to 11,358 calls for service and investigated
1,687 cases. The criminal offenses ranged from major felonies to simple misdemeanor offenses. This total revealed
an overall 21% decrease from the previous year’s total of 13,699.

CRIMINAL OFFENSES 2013 2012 +/- \ % Change \
Calls For Service 11,358 13,699 -2,341 21%

Incident Reports 1,687 1,622 +65 4%
(TABLE 1)

In 2013, approximately 12% the overall criminal offenses reported, or 203 offenses, were classified as “Major
Crimes.” According to the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) Uniform Crime Report (UCR) and include the major
crimes of murder, rape, robbery, assault & battery, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson. The
remaining 86% of the specific offenses reported in the same year are classified as “Other Criminal Offenses” (i. e. hit
& run accidents, Noise complaints, Livability Offenses, Malicious Injury to Property, DUI, Narcotics, Alcohol
Violations, etc.) The Other Criminal Offenses are classified according to the National Incident-Based Reporting
System (NIBRS) and the South Carolina Incident-Based Reporting System (SCIBRS).

CRIMINAL OFFENSES 2013 2012 +/- % Change

Major Crimes 203 225 -23 9%
(TABLE 2)

In comparing 2013 to the year 2012, there were 203 Major Crimes reported in 2013 with 225 in 2012, indicating a
decrease of 9%.

MAJOR CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS & PROPERTY

The Major Crimes classification is further divided into two sub-categories of criminal offenses; MAJOR CRIMES
AGAINST PERSONS and MAJOR CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY by the FBI UCR. Of the eight major categories, four are
crimes against persons with the remaining four being crimes against property.

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS

Last year, the reported incidents of Major Crimes Against Persons were equivalent to those reported in 2012.
There were 32 violent crimes against persons investigated in both 2013 and 2012. (See Table 3, below)

OFFENSE TYPE 2013 2012
Homicide/Murder 0 0
Robbery 0 2
Assaults 32 28
Rape 0 2
TOTALS: 32 32




CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY

In 2013, there was an 11% decrease in property crimes from 2012. More specifically, there were 171 Major Crimes
Against Property reported in 2013, with 193 such reported offenses in 2012.

(See Table 4, below)

OFFENSE TYPE
Burglary

Thefts

Vehicle Thefts

Arson

TOTALS:

CASE CLEARANCE

In 2013, 247 of the 1,687 cases investigated by the police department were assigned to the Criminal Investigations
Division (CID). Investigators closed 21%, or 49 cases solved. The remaining 198 cases were closed as unsolved. The
remaining 1,440 cases investigated by the department were solved.

ARRESTS
In 2013, there were 334 arrests, as compared to 296 in 2012; a 12% increase. (See Table 5, below)

OFFENSE TYPE | 2013 | 2012
Assaults 4

Other Crimes Against Persons Offenses

Larcenies

Other Crimes Against Property Offenses
Narcotics Related

Warrants

Traffic Related

Alcohol Related

Disorderly Conduct

Livability

TOTALS:

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

The transition to the Charleston County Consolidated 9-1-1 Center (CDC) occurred on October 1, 2013. Three (3)
of the seven (7) dispatchers from the Isle of Palms made the transition. The remaining four (4) are still employed
with the Police Department as Telecommunications Officers to answer public safety lines for both the Cities of Isle
of Palms and Town of Sullivan’s Island, direct calls for service to the CDC, greet the public and take walk-in
complaint information at the reception window, and monitor the radio and dispatch reporting system for quality
assurance regarding calls pertaining to the City of Isle of Palms and Town of Sullivan’s Island.

CRIME PREVENTION & COMMUNITY SERVICE

In 2013, one of the aspirations of the police department was to continue multi-faceted community service/crime
prevention initiatives that would strengthen partnerships with island residents. The dynamism of the new
program was driven by goals and objectives based upon fundamental principles that would build a stronger
community, reduce crime and enhance the quality of life. Consequently, the Neighborhood Block Meet and Greet
program continued. The program deployed police department personnel into neighborhoods to meet with citizens
in an effort to strengthen communication, coordination, cooperation and collaboration. The premise being that the
sharing of ideas and information, creating and sustaining partnerships and citizen involvement would inevitably




reduce crime and improve the quality of life. There were nine meetings held in 2013. In addition to the Meet and
Greet program, the Isle of Palms Police Department initiated the new Property Identification & Tagging program.
The program is an extension of our Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) program, and has
flourished since its inception. The program was developed to assist rental companies and citizens in tagging, and
documenting property inside their rentals/homes. The information is being maintained in a data bank, at the
Police Department, for referencing should an item from a registered residence go missing, or is stolen. Having
specific information assists Investigators in locating and recovering stolen property. Eight local rental companies
participated in the program and over 200 items of property have been documented from approximately 20
residents. Finally, members of the Isle of Palms Police Department participated in a variety of events specifically
designed for community service such as the bicycle safety, installation of infant/child restraint seats, events for
dog tag and bicycle permit registrations, and hosted programs for local Boy and Cub Scout Troops, provided crime
prevention presentations and disseminated information at homeowner’s association meetings, and conducted
property safety and security surveys. The Neighborhood Block Meet and Greet, as well as the Property
Identification & Tagging programs, will continue into 2014, and will serve as a part of an infrastructure to build
upon in developing future programs.

CALEA RE-ACCREDITATION

The Police Department completed the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) re-
accreditation on-site December 15-18, 2013. This was the fifth on-site where CALEA Assessors were deployed to
our agency to check our policies and procedures, and practices to assure that they are conceptually and
operationally sound. Assessors provided positive feedback during the de-briefing. The Police Department will be
seeking the Gold Standard level of achievement award at the Awards ceremony in March, 2014.

ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATIONS: COMPLAINTS & INTERNAL AFFAIRS INVESTIGATIONS

The Professional Standards Division of the Isle of Palms Police Department investigates all types and causes of
complaints. In the year 2013, there were a total of 19 complaints. Of the 19 complaints, 13 were received from
outside sources, or the public. Consequently, six of the 19 complaints were generated from within the
department. Thorough Internal Affairs Investigations of the complaints/allegations promulgated the following
dispositions. Of the 13 external complaints, three complaints were sustained, four were not sustained, and five
were unfounded. Internally, of the six complaints received, three were sustained, two were not sustained and one
cleared as unfounded. (See Table 6, below)

EXTERNAL 2013 2012
Citizen Complaint 13 13
Sustained
Not Sustained
Unfounded
Exonerated

INTERNAL
Directed Complaint
Sustained
Non Sustained
Unfounded
Exonerated

(TABLE 6)
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