

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
YOUTH ATHLETICS DRAFT POLICIES & PROCEDURES

The Isle of Palms Parks and Recreation Department has established the following Youth Athletics Draft Policy and Procedure to ensure, to the best of their ability, a fair and unbiased method of selection for youth athletics.  Our goal is to provide a format for equal competition among the youth athletic teams.  The Isle of Palms Parks and Recreation Department reserves the right to change, modify, and improve this policy as they deem necessary. 


GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR ALL YOUTH ATHLETIC LEAGUES:
Teams will be comprised of all eligible players that have filled out the proper registration form, paid the registration fee, and submitted a proper birth record for the program.

The IOP Parks and Recreation Department's Athletic Staff shall determine the total number of teams as well as the total number of players per team.         


Players will be assigned using the prescribed Draft Method for their particular age


Players registering late and/or after team selection will be assigned using the process


for their particular age group.

Eligible 5 & 6 year olds will be placed on teams by the Recreation Staff.  

Teams will be selected, by Recreation Staff to ensure an even distribution of age groups.    

Coaches will automatically be assigned any children they may have participating in this league.

NO special requests are taken.

Once teams are selected players shall not be traded to another team for any reason.
Players that register after the team selection will either be placed on a waiting list or assigned to a team that does not have a full roster.
Eligible 7 & 8 year olds will be place on teams by the Recreation Staff.
Players may be asked to participate in a skills evaluation test conducted by 


the Recreation staff.
Teams will be selected, by the Recreation Staff to ensure an even distribution of age groups and skill levels.

Coaches will automatically be assigned any child they may have participating in this league.

Once teams are selected players shall not be traded to another team for any reason.

Players that register after the team selections will either be placed on a waiting list or
assigned to a team that does not have a full roster.

Eligible Players 9 years & Older will be assigned in the following order
Players will participate in a skills evaluation test conducted by the Recreation Staff and potential coaches.

Players will be evaluated and rated in various skills.  These sheets will be used by the coaches      and recreation staff for draft purposes only.

Approved Coaches will then meet in the presence of the Recreation Staff and follow proper draft procedures for the selection of the teams. Players will be drafted to ensure an even distribution of 
players by age group and skill level.

All players 9 & older will be in the draft process regardless of their skills level.

Coaches that have a child playing will automatically be required to pick their child in the first round in the level of skill they were assigned during skill evaluations.
Once teams are assigned and drafted, players may not switch from one team to another for any reason.  

Trading of players may only take place during the draft process in the presence of the Recreation Supervisor in charge of draft process.

Coaches shall not drop players from their rosters without cause regardless of the playing ability of the player.

To eliminate any advantages for any one team, assistant coaches with children shall not be assigned until after the player assignments/drafts are made.

A waiting list will be established for those that have not been assigned a team or drafted due to registering after the regular registration period.

Players that register after the draft will either be placed on a waiting list or will be 
assigned to the team based on which coach has the next draft pick.

Players that sign up after the advertised registration period will not 
be guaranteed an assignment to a team. 

Draft procedures do not permit team assignments for special requests made by players or parents.

NOTE:  Players 9 & older   

If at the end of the advertised registration period enough players have signed up to form One (1) team but not enough for two teams.  Recreation Staff will review registration forms and the first players to register will be assigned to the first team. Draft procedure will not be needed.  
After 1st team is selected the remaining players will be placed on a waiting list until enough players have registered for a second team.

Players registering after deadline will not be guaranteed an assignment to a team.  

Players that are registered after the draft meeting will be assigned to a team by the recreation staff based on which Coach has the next draft pick and/or the coach with fewer players

Eligible Coaches will be assigned in the following order:


All Coaches and Assistant Coaches (new & returning) must complete 



an application for background check by the stated deadline.  


The Isle of Palms Recreation Director shall approve or disapprove any or all applicants for the position of Coach or Assistant Coach.

Coaches may request a specific age group and will be allowed to coach his/her child pending background check and approval by the Recreation Director

Coaches may not select an assistant coach until draft procedure is completed.


Coaches will be assigned teams by the Recreation Staff.


Players drafted cannot be taken off an existing team or transferred to another team.


The Waiting List & Special Team Selections

 A waiting list will be established for all children that are not eligible to 


be drafted or assigned to a team due to registering after the regular registration 
 period.  Additional teams will be formed, if possible, to accept all players that wish to play.  The recreation staff shall be the only individuals approved to call a child on the waiting list to let them know they have been assigned a team.
 In ages 5 - 8yrs, brothers and/or sisters automatically go to the same team 

              unless prior requests are presented in writing to the recreation staff.  

Ages 5 - 8 yrs. head coaches child(ren) and a sponsor's child(ren) are assigned automatically to the same team unless a written request is presented to the recreation office requesting otherwise.  
The head coach must submit the name of his recommendation for the one (1) assistant coach prior to team selection.  If approved the assistant coaches child(ren) will be placed on the team that he has been assigned to coach.
There is no guarantee that recommended assistant coaches will be accepted by recreation staff for the requested team.


  NOTE:  The procedure for assistant coaches children are handled slightly     

          
                different for Open Drafts in age 9 & older.

Once teams are established and a regularly scheduled game is complete, no 


child(ren) will be added to any teams.


Any parent, coach, or participant who tries to purposely circumvent the Draft 


Policy and Procedures in order to give a team an unfair advantage will 



jeopardize his/her participation and may jeopardize the child’s participation.


Players will be allowed to play up in an age group but can only play on one team 

 and only in one league.  Players will not be allowed to play in two age divisions.


In accordance with ADA guidelines in making reasonable accommodations for 
participation, a participant may be allowed to play down in an age group if proper 
documentation is presented to the Recreation Director from a licensed professional.
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