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Planning Commission Meeting 

4:30pm, Wednesday, September 13, 2023 
1207 Palm Boulevard, Isle of Palms, SC and 

broadcasted live on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofisleofpalms 
 

MINUTES 
1. Call to Order 
 

Present: Sue Nagelski, Ron Denton, David Cohen, Jeffrey Rubin, Marty Brown, 
Sandy Stone, Tim Ahmuty 

 
Staff present: Director Kerr, Zoning Administrator Simms 
 

2. Approval of minutes 
 
Ms. Nagelski made a motion to approve the minutes as amended of the July 12, 2023 regular 
meeting. Mr. Cohen seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
3. Citizen’s Comments  
 
Mr. Al Clouse’s comments are attached to these minutes. 
 
4. New Business  

Discussion of noise ordinance issues with Police Department representatives 
 
Chief Cornett explained that the current noise ordinance is not objective and presents a problem 
when trying to defend tickets in court. He shared year-to-date noise complaint data with the 
Commissioners. He stated the majority of noise complaints are related to amplified music and 
loud voices.  
 
He and his officers have been taking readings around the island and the average decibel level 
from readings taken in August was 64 dba. He would like to see decibel levels in the new 
ordinance so that his officers have objective evidence to present in court.  
 
Mr. Cohen expressed concerns about the proposed noise ordinance. He said it is not practical 
because the Police Department will not be enforcing the ordinance on everything that creates a 
noise violation, like lawn equipment.  
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B. Discussion of task from City Council regarding noise ordinance 
 
Director Kerr said the City Council would like for the Planning Commission to discuss whether 
or not there is an issue that requires changing the City code, to discuss whether or not the noise 
ordinance should include decibel levels, and if there should be decibel levels, what should those 
levels be.  
 
Mr. Cohen said he had no issues with including decibel levels in the ordinance as long as they 
are well defined. He suggested that in order for a ticket to be issued there needs to be a complaint 
made and a decibel level measured and recorded. He noted that an individual’s background 
environment determines what they hear. 
 
Director Kerr will set up equipment for the next meeting to help understand decibel levels. Mr. 
Cohen will add some “technical polish” to the proposed noise ordinance.  
 
C. Discussion of stormwater recommendations from drainage masterplan 
 
Director Kerr reviewed the changes to the City’s development standards suggested by the 
Drainage Master Plan. These will be discussed more deeply at the next meeting. 
 
D.  Discussion of City Council/Planning Commission workshop request – 9/26/23 
 
Director Kerr shared with the Commission that City Council would like to discuss the 
Commission’s recommended changes regarding short-term rentals prior to the City Council 
meeting on September 26. He said they did not like the recommendation regarding single room 
rentals, and they would like to further discuss the changes to the occupancy limits on new or 
significantly remodeled short-term rental houses. 
 
5. Old Business  
 
A. Comprehensive Plan review updated draft 

Director Kerr said another draft is forthcoming. 
 
B. Update on Sea Level Rise Adaptation Plan 
 
Director Kerr said Seamon & Whiteside has been collecting initial information for the plan and 
will likely come speak to the Planning Commission in the future.  
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5. Adjournment 
 
The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be Wednesday, October 11, 2023 at 4:30pm. 
 
Mr. Stone made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Brown seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:01pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nicole DeNeane 
City Clerk 






