
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
6:00pm, Tuesday, October 24, 2023 

1207 Palm Boulevard, Isle of Palms, SC and  
broadcasted live on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofisleofpalms 

MINUTES 

1. Call to order 

Present: Council members Hahn, Ward, Bogosian, Streetman, Anderson, Popson, 
Miars, Pierce, and Mayor Pounds 

Staff Present: Administrator Fragoso, Director Kerr, City Attorney McQullin, various 
department heads 

2. Special Presentation 

Presentation of the Spirit of the Island Award to Susan Hill Smith 

Mayor Pounds read from the citizen letter nominating Ms. Smith for the Spirit of the Island 
Award. Ms. Smith’s remarks are attached to these minutes. 

3. Citizen’s Comments 

Randy Bell’s comments are attached to these minutes. 

Laura Lovin’s comments are attached to these minutes. 

Julie Nestler, 17 22nd Avenue, spoke about the drowning of Mateo Lopez on October 5, 2022. 
She said nothing was on the dock where he was swimming that could have helped save him. She 
presented a life ring and information about drownings (attached to these minutes) to Council 
Member Ward as Chairman of the Public Safety Committee. She asked that the life ring be 
added to the City’s public dock in honor of the City’s Public Safety officers. 

Gary Nestler, 17 22nd Avenue, expressed concern about differing messages coming from Council 
members with regards to the City’s financial status. He believes it is creating misleading 
information. He also expressed concern about the pay for Fire Department personnel and 
believes it needs to be increased. He said he is alarmed about the sharing of personnel 
information on social media. 

Al Clouse’s comments are attached to these minutes. 

Les Kutcher’s comments are attached to these minutes. 
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Gerald Johnson spoke about the need for unity within the community. He does not believe a cap 
on short-term rentals is the answer to the issue with short-term rentals. He would like to see the 
community find a unified solution. 

Kevin Cunnane’s comments are attached to these minutes. 

4. Approval of previous meetings’ minutes 

A. City Council Meeting – September 26, 2023 
B. Special Joint City Council & Planning Commission Meeting – September 26, 2023 
C. Special City Council Meeting – October 3, 2023 
D. Special City Council Meeting – October 10, 2023 
E.  Special City Council Workshop – October 10, 2023 

MOTION: Council Member Streetman made a motion to approve the minutes, and 
Council Member Anderson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. Old Business -- none 

Update on emergency beach restoration work between Breach Inlet and 314 Ocean 
Boulevard  

Administrator Fragoso said, “For several weeks now, we have been working with Collins 
Construction who have been deployed again for several weeks, pretty much since the last storm, 
Hurricane Idalia, came through. Our efforts continue after City Council approved additional 
funds for additional beach erosion mitigation efforts. We have been pursuing our project in 
response to the action taken by Council at that time. Therefore, we have been trucking sand, 
beach compatible sand, and our contractor continues to scrape from the beach, restoring the dune 
system and the dry sand beach. We are still waiting for actual numbers from our contractor to 
account for exactly how many cubic yards of sand have been placed so far. We understand the 
range would be between 25 and 30,000. The contractor continues, the sandbags, they took a little 
bit longer than anticipated for them to receive the sandbags. They received them early, late last 
week, and they have been filling them offsite. They will be bringing them in starting tomorrow. 
The area that has been approved by OCRM for the placement of sandbags is the area between 
120 and 206 Ocean. We have contacted those owners and kept them appraised of any progress 
updates. We have also finalized the coordination of the public meeting that we will have with the 
Army Corps of Engineers to talk about the upcoming large project, beneficial use project in 
coordination with the Corps anticipated to start early next year. That meeting will be hosted on 
November 13 at 5:00pm, and we will do it at the Exchange Club. We have sent out invitations to 
folks along the project area to attend. We have also notified owners about the emergency 
ordinance. We know of a handful of people who may be interested, and we are helping them 
understand what the ordinance is and the criteria that they would need to follow. So we are 
working with some people on that end with regards to sandbags.” She said about 10 properties 
are receiving sandbags. 
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6. New Business 

A. Consideration of final design of emergency vehicle access project at the IOP County 
Park 

MOTION: Council Member Popson made a motion to approve, and Council Member 
Streetman seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Consideration of engaging Trident and McMillan Pazdan Smith as the Design-Build 
team for City Hall renovations 

MOTION: Council Member Streetman made a motion to approve, and Council Member 
Anderson seconded the motion.  

Council Member Pierce asked if the motion needed to include the $10,000 option. Administrator 
Fragoso responded, “Just as background, the scoring from the presentation indicated Trident and 
the McMillan team have been selected by the scoring. We have included a proposal in your 
packet that would involve the first phase of a potential project, which would include an 
assessment and recommendation. There is no design. There are no specifications. It is basically 
look at our building, understand what the needs are, and make some recommendations for the 
City. And I think the amount is $69,000.” 

Director Kerr added, “The alternate would only be needed if we were going to extend 
significantly outside of the footprint by more than 650 square feet. So there is a possibility that 
we would need it. So I think I would err on the side of” including it in the motion. 

Council Member Miars mentioned that there had been discussion on the Committee level of 
having both firms come present more information and a basic estimate to City Council.  

Director Kerr explained, “I would just respond that our code specifically keeps us from doing a 
competitive process with design work. This first stage is basically all design work. So I think the 
way we have done it is the way that is dictated by our code. We would have the option at 
subsequent stages to go out for more competitive, we could do it competitively then. But at this 
stage, it is really just working through concepts with us, and it is design work, which we, the 
State law and the City Code don’t allow that to be done competitively. 

Administrator Fragoso added, “Specifically for architectural purposes, there is a provision in our 
code that you have to select a scope of work based on qualifications.” 

Once City Council decides which path to take with City Hall renovations, then the City can go 
out for competitive bids.  

VOTE: A vote was taken with all in favor. 

C. Consideration of IOP Connector Run contribution 

Mayor Pounds said that City has given $7500 each year to the IOP Connector Run, and after the 
run, the City receives 10% of the proceeds for support services, which last year came to $8200. 
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He would like to have the City continue to contribute $7500 to the run but not take the 10% 
returned to the City. Proceeds from the Run support local charities.  

MOTION: Mayor Pounds made a motion that this year the City not accept the proceeds 
check from the IOP Connector Run and remains with the Exchange Club for sharing with 
the selected nonprofits of its choosing. Council Member Bogosian seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

D. Consideration of replacement of patrol SUV in the amount of $52,000 [Unbudgeted 
expenditure – vehicle involved in accident and deemed total loss by insurance. Proposed to 
be funded by Muni ATAX] 

MOTION: Council Member Streetman made a motion to approve an amount not to 
exceed $52,000 for the purchase of a replacement patrol SUV. Council Member Popson 
seconded the motion. 

This vehicle had 110,000 miles on it and was due to be replaced in 2025. The City received 
$14,000 from the insurance company for the vehicle, and that will be used towards the purchase 
of the replacement. Some of the upfitting from the totaled vehicle will be placed in the new 
SUV. The remainder of the purchase price will come from Municipal ATAX funds. 

VOTE: A vote was taken with all in favor. 

7. Boards and Commissions Reports 

A. Board of Zoning Appeals – minutes attached 
B. Planning Commission – minutes attached 
C. Accommodations Tax Advisory Board – minutes attached 
D. Environmental Advisory Committee – minutes attached 

8. Ordinances, Resolutions, and Petitions 

A. Second Reading – none 
B. First Reading – none 
C. Resolutions and Petitions 

i. Resolution Authorizing Consumption of beer and wine only, amplified noise and 
street closure at the LOWVELO Bike Ride on November 4, 2023 

MOTION: Council Member Streetman made a motion to approve and waive the 
reading, and Council Member Miars seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Administrator Fragoso explained, “For the record, this event as stated will be on November 4. 
However, the setup of that event will require partial closure of our municipal parking lot B, 
which is the large one on Front Beach. They are starting the setup of their tents on Tuesday 
afternoon. There will still be parking available, but part of that parking lot will not because of the 
tents. And then the road closure will start on Thursday, November 2. Only the southbound lane 
between 14th and Pavilion Drive will be closed through Saturday night, the date of the event. The 
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Lowvelo team has been sharing a lot of information with our Front Beach businesses through the 
Chamber, directly door to door, just to make sure people are aware. This is the fourth year, so I 
think people have got the hang of it.” A final review meeting is being held tomorrow afternoon. 

ii. Proclamation declaring November 16, 2023 as World Pancreatic Day in the City of 
Isle of Palms 

MOTION: Council Member Streetman made a motion to approve and waive the 
reading, and Council Member Hahn seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

9. Executive Session -- none 

10. Adjournment 

Council Member Ward made a motion to adjourn, and Council Member Popson seconded the 
motion. The meeting was adjourned at 6:56pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nicole DeNeane 
City Clerk 

 










































































