
Environmental Advisory Committee   
4:00 p.m., Thursday, September 12, 2024  

Council Chambers  
1207 Palm Boulevard, Isle of Palms, SC 29451 

Agenda  

1. Call to order and acknowledgment that the press and the public have been
duly notified of the meeting in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act

2. Citizen’s Comments

3. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes – July 11, 2024

4. Presentations – Susan Hill Smith – beach trash can pilot study

5. Old Business
i. Wildlife

ii. Litter- discuss concept of beach trash receptacle pilot program

iii. Water Quality- update on water quality testing program

iv. Climate Action

6. New Business
i. Discussion of which issues to include on website
ii. Update on EAC table at the upcoming IOP Farmers Market
iii. Discussion of installing compost liner dispensers at compost

drop-off locations
iv. Discussion of light pollution and exterior lighting ordinance

7. Miscellaneous Business
Next meeting date: 4:00 p.m., Thursday, October  10, 2024 

8. Adjournment
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ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
4:00pm, Thursday, July 11, 2024 

1207 Palm Boulevard, Isle of Palms, SC  
and broadcasted live on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofisleofpalms 

MINUTES 

1. Call to order

Present: Sandra Brotherton, Mary Pringle, Todd Murphy, Laura Lovins, Doug 
Hatler, Dane Buckout, Council Member Miars 

Absent: Lucia Spiotta, Belvin Olasov 

Staff Present: Director Kerr, Zoning Administrator Simms, Asst. Director Asero 

2. Citizen’s Comments -- none

3. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes

MOTION: Ms. Lovins made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 9, 2024 
meeting, and Ms. Pringle seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

4. Presentation – none

5. Old Business

A. Wildlife 

Ms. Pringle said the benches have been installed at the native plants garden. She also spoke 
about a successful nesting season for the purple martins. She said there are approximately 50 
turtle nests across the island, and they are due to start hatching next week. Many have had to be 
relocated due to the high tides and work on the beach. 

B. Litter 

Dr. Brotherton noted that there seems to be a lot more beach trash this year. Council Member 
Miars shared the discussion from the Public Services & Facilities Committee earlier in the week 
about the trash cans on the beach. Having trash cans on the beach is creating more trash on the 
beach. Additionally, it is logistically difficult and expensive to empty the cans. The current 
contract for beach trash can pickup is due to end next September, and the City would like to 
initiate a pilot program to help them determine the specifications of a new contract. Director Kerr 
explained how trash pickup is done currently, adding it will be challenging to find a replacement 
service. He also said that beach trash pickup is not something that can be done by Public Works 
since most of the trash is generated over the weekends. 
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The City would like to build a trash receptacle closer to the road of a beach access path to see 
how beachgoer behavior changes with regards to trash removal. Director Kerr said staff has 
identified the 25th Avenue beach access as a place where a trash corral could be built and easily 
monitored to provide the City with helpful data.  

After discussion about the need for proper signage, it was agreed that the City would build two 
pilot trash corrals at 25th Avenue and another access by Wild Dunes. Mr. Murphy will help in 
selecting the proper access to monitor. 

C. Water Quality 

City Council has approved the water quality proposal, and Mr. Hatler will work with GEL to 
select the proper outfalls from which to pull samples. 

D. Climate Action 

Director Kerr reported that City Council passed a resolution in support of County Council 
passing their Climate Action Plan. He will forward a copy of the resolution to Committee 
members. The Committee will discuss steps the City can take to support the Climate Action Plan 
at a future meeting. 

Zoning Administrator Simms said the bid for the solar panels for the Public Works building will 
go out next week. 

6. New Business

A. Discussion of which issues to include on the website

Director Kerr said that the PR Officer is unclear as to what the Committee wants on the City’s 
website. Dr. Brotherton will reach out to her and provide more specific information. 

B. Update on EAC hosting a table at the upcoming IOP Farmers Market 

Ms. Lovins said that many of the food composting buckets were given out at the June Farmers 
Market. She said she had information available about septic tanks, but most of the people who 
visited the table were already on sewer. The next Farmer’s Market will be July 18. 

C. Discussion of installing compost liner dispensers at compost drop-off locations 

Ms. Lovins said that Megan McGill can service dispensers of compost liners for an additional 
$110/month. The dispensers will cost $191 each. Ms. McGill will review the usage of the bags 
and share data on a quarterly basis to determine if more or less work is needed. Director Kerr 
said he would reach out to Ms. McGill to get the dispensers and the bags. 

6. Miscellaneous Business
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7. Adjournment

The next meeting of the Environmental Advisory Committee is scheduled for Thursday, 
September 12, 2024 at 4pm. 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to adjourn, and Mr. Hatler seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 5:19pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nicole DeNeane  
City Clerk 



From: susanhillsmith@gmail.com
To: Sandra Brotherton; Robert Asero; Douglas Kerr
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Trash Can Litter test numbers
Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2024 2:37:20 PM
Attachments: inky-injection-inliner-209b06d63f3139b7bbda7129634c80da.png

inky-injection-inliner-6f42d488d348cfcd86bff9497caf9f6a.png

[EXTERNAL]

External (susanhillsmith@gmail.com)

Hi Sandy, Robert & Douglas,
Apologies for not getting this information to you sooner. My life got unexpectedly hectic the
past month!

I hope I will be able to talk about the results of our test and my related thoughts as a guest
presenter at EAC Thursday without a 3-minute time limit.

25th Ave Beach Access
Trash Can Litter Test

Test details
Week 1 - July 19-25 - control week with the City’s traditional setup of several unlidded,
yellow beach trash barrels

Week 2 - July 26-Aug 2 no trash cans on the beach. Instead several green trash cans with lids
(typically used by the city for residential garbage pick up) were placed at the start of the beach
access path close to the roadway. Plus signs to leave only footprints and not leave large items
like umbrellas and chairs were placed along the path.

Sandy & I alternated with near daily pick-ups of the same two-block area of the beach
centered around the 25th Avenue access and included the access path.

Before the test, I did a good litter sweep July 17 to start with as much of a clean slate as
possible.

However, it’s likely more of the trash collected the first week originated in days or weeks
prior than during the second week because the area got much more attention than usual during
the first week.

Also, the activity and number of visitors to that beach access was probably busier the first
week than the second as the season started to slow some.

Week 1 - uncovered trash cans on the beach:  691
Week 2 - uncovered cans removed from the beach with green trash cans close  to road & litter
prevention signs placed along path: 615
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My unexpert opinion is that this is probably a neutral result - ie seems to suggest one approach
is no better than the other, as we would have expected Week 2 to have less trash because of
the already mentioned factors, plus some windy weather that probably blew more litter than
usual into the dunes, and the positive impact of the signs in litter prevention probably had an
impact on the numbers.

However, strong caution on putting a lot of weight in these results since it’s a snapshot of one
specific period (past the height of the season) and place. Fourth of July could’ve been an
entirely different story without trash cans on the beach -  but then you could put temporary
cans out there on the beach during those really busy moments in the season.

My additional thoughts & feedback

Thank you for moving away from uncovered trash cans, for all the reasons we’ve
discussed previously. Bottom line, the yellow cans probably helped more in an earlier
era when trash clearly would have been worse without them, but I believe the trash that
escapes and spills out from the yellow cans these days is now a greater percentage of the
litter problem than it used to be.

I’m not convinced that using the green city trash bins is the best switch. Most of all, I
think cutting a hole in the top of the lid looks a little messy & easily gets problematic.
One day during the test I saw someone stuffed in an umbrella that was poking out &
making the bin unusable. Will the cans drain rainwater? Even though the newer green
bins look nice from the outside, we have definitely noticed that they get disgusting on
the inside when used at Front Beach and don’t seem to get cleaned out very often. 

FYI, I hear Pawleys Island has been testing out Big Belly, trash cans.

Whenever I mention the idea of taking trash cans away from the beach, people who care
have real and often strong concerns. Some also say that they like having the cans on the
beach so they can easily throw litter items they collect while walking, etc. I have similar
concerns and probably would like to see some kind of hybrid approach where large
access points have at least one covered, stable trash-can on the beach for small amounts
of trash, with messaging that there are receptacles for larger amounts of trash closer to
the roadside. 

It may be even more important to add stable dog waste stations -  on or very close to the
beach - that are attached to an in-ground post and serviced by a contractor. The best
possibility (and an environmental win) would be if they could also take that waste and
have it composted.  If you make the switch, I would at the very least like to see dog
composting stations at a reasonable number of access paths.

When making all these changes, please keep in mind that the Community Enrichment
Task Force will probably be advocating for adding more trash bucket trees, toy bins, and
benches at major beach access paths as well.

Hope that all makes sense and happy to continue this conversation through email and or on
Thursday.

Best, 



Susan 

Susan Hill Smith
843-270-9947
susanhillsmith@gmail.com
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To: Douglas Kerr; Sandra Brotherton
Cc: Spiotta, Lucia
Subject: September EAC meeting topic
Date: Thursday, September 5, 2024 10:48:53 AM
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Douglas, Sandy:

Lucia and I have been doing some research regarding light pollution and exterior lighting
ordinances.  IOP currently has a lighting ordinance regarding beachfront properties.  The
purpose of that ordinance is to protect sea turtles and other wildlife on the beach.  However,
for homes that are not on the beachfront, there isn't an ordinance to protect humans
(neighbors) or wildlife in lagoons and forests from homeowners installing high intensity lights
that illuminate much more than their property.  

We would like to discuss the topic of Exterior Lighting with the EAC during the upcoming
meeting.  Attached are 3 documents to support the discussion:

1) Letter to editor from a Pawley's Island resident (I believe Mary Pringle shared this with the
EAC at a recent meeting) highlighting the need for limitations on exterior lighting

2) Southern Living article about Folly Beach / Dominion Energy streetlight initiative to help
alleviate light pollution

3) Current Folly Beach ordinances related to external lighting for homeowners.  Of the
neighboring barrier islands, Folly Beach seems to have the most detailed and well thought out
ordinance regarding exterior lighting

Thanks in advance!

Todd
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. New, more efficient light

- bulbs have been usedby -
‘homeowners for many years

- asawayto save energyand

reduce electric bills. Power . |

companies are doing the -
same with streetlights. :
In Georgetown County,
Santee Cooper started re-,
placing low-pressure sodium
1 streetlights in my commu-
nity, Heritage Plantation on
_ Pawleys Island.
- Itstarted on an as-needed

basis; when high-pressure
would be replaced with high-
intensity LED lights,

That soon generated com.
plaints by residents in the
community because the new
lights were so bright.

It also generated concerns
‘with the homeowners as.-
sociation because converting

to LED lights costs property

OWRers more money, even'
though the new lightsuse
less electricity, - e
- Several homeowners inves..
- tigated the new LED lights
both from a cost perspective
as well as their excessive _
brightness. : vl
" Inthe process, they dis-
covered that the bright lights
were contrary to the Ameri-
- can Medical Association
recommendations,

sodium lights failed, they rit=

" “T'hey had arating of 4,000
- Kelvin, which is in the blue
spectrum, and an intensity
0£6,000 lumens, which is
verybright. - ' - :

- Among the things they

{
{

. learned from AMA is that

~ excessive blue light affects
. melatonin, and that leads to

anumber of health issues in :

humans as well as animals,
- The intense brightness of
 the new LEDs affects the
human eye, which increases
glare to the point that night-
| time vision is reduced. This
decrease in visual acuity
' raised safety concerns about
night driving. :
Eventually, Heritage Plan-
tation persuaded Santee

- Cooper to reduce the bright- .

- Dessof the LEDs from 6,000

102,500 lumens and, more
- important, to reduce the col-
or temperature from 4,000 to
3,000 Kelvin, ; '
While this is a pilot proj-
- ect for Santee Cooper, the

~ changes in my community

- bave been dramatic.

Iwould encourage all com-
- Mmunities to accept only the
low-intensity LEDs when

“ . they need new streetlights,

 PETEREISENBERG .

. Pawleys Island




Folly Beach Installing New “Turtle-Friendly” Streetlights 


The amber hue of these new light fixtures can help to ensure that turtle hatchlings make their way safely to the water.


By 


Meghan Overdeep 


Updated on November 6, 2023


New specialty lights are being installed along the beachfront in Folly Beach, South Carolina, to help keep both turtles and people safe at night. 


This week Dominion Energy crews began installing 37 “turtle lights” along the iconic beachfront, with the majority located on East Arctic and East Ashley Avenues.  


These turtle-friendly lights will replace existing LED lighting and “strike a balance between the safety residents expect from street lighting, while reducing the potential impact artificial lighting can have on turtle hatchlings,” a representative for Dominion Energy said in a statement.   


Amber in color, these new lights operate on a more narrow wavelength than traditional street lighting. Darkness is essential for sea turtle hatchlings, as they are instinctively drawn from their nests toward the ocean by moonlight. This vital step in the hatching process can be disrupted by artificial lighting, which can confuse and disorient the turtles, calling them to the dunes or the road, rather than the ocean. The special hue of these new light fixtures can help to ensure that turtle hatchlings make their way safely to the water. 


A spokesperson for the City of Folly Beach told Southern Living that the Folly Beach Public Works Department and Dominion Energy started working on this plan years ago. It was finally approved by the City Council in July 2023. 


"Today we're witnessing the culmination of safety for people and wildlife," Folly Beach's Mayor Tim Goodwin told WCIV Wednesday. 


Installation will continue for the next several months and should be completed well before the start of the 2024 turtle nesting season.   


"Projects and partnerships like this are win-win for residents and our communities, providing a long-term, innovative lighting solution to benefit our coastal environment for years to come,” the Dominion Energy representative said. “The biggest winners are the sea turtles!”  
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e Fill In Holes on the Beach
e No White Flashlights around Turtles
e Leave No Trash on the Beach

* DO NOT DISTURB NESTS
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