
Public Safety Committee  
11:00am, Tuesday, July 1, 2025 

City Hall Council Chambers 
1207 Palm Boulevard, Isle of Palms, SC 

Public Comment: 
Citizens who wish to speak during the meeting must email their first and last name, 

address and topic to Nicole DeNeane, City Clerk, at nicoled@iop.net no later than 3:00 
p.m. the day before the meeting. Citizens may also provide written public comment

here: https://www.iop.net/public-comment-form 

Agenda 

1. Call to order and acknowledgement that the press and the public have been 
duly notified of the meeting in accordance with the Freedom of Information 
Act.

2. Citizen’s Comments – All comments have a time limit of three (3) minutes.

3. Approval of previous meeting’s minutes – June 3, 2025 [p3-5]

4. Old Business
a. Discussion of shark fishing ordinance and guidelines [p6-14]
b. Discussion of Breach Inlet signage [p15]
c. Discussion of Ordinance 2025-05 amending the trigger for business 

license revocation [p16-17]

5. New Business
a. Discussion with Stuart Day of Stantec about future traffic study
b. Procurement

i. Purchase of ATVs and trailer $20,364.75- Aiken Motorcycle/ state 
contract- FY26 Capital Budget, $22,000 [p18]

ii. Purchase of police truck- $48,577 Santee Automotive/ state 
contract- FY26 Capital Budget, $67,000 [p19-21]

iii. Purchase of two police SUVs- $46,440 each- Santee Automotive/
state contract- FY26 Capital Budget, $64,000 each [p22-23]

iv. Replacement of wrecked patrol vehicle $46,440- Santee 
Automotive/ state contract (unbudgeted- $15,000 anticipated from 
insurance) [p22-23]

https://www.iop.net/public-comment-form


c. Discussion of hate crime legislation [p24-29] 
d. Discussion of changing parking requirements at 41st Avenue and the City 

Marina [p30-31] 
 

6. Miscellaneous Business – Next meeting date: August 5, 2025 at 11:00am 
 

7. Adjournment  



Public Safety Committee Meeting 
11:00am, Tuesday, June 3, 2025 

1207 Palm Boulevard, Isle of Palms, SC and  
broadcasted live on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofisleofpalms 

MINUTES 

1. Call to Order

Present: Council members Streetman, Anderson, Bogosian

Staff Present: Director Kerr, Director Hamilton, Chief Cornett, Chief Oliverius

2. Citizen’s Comments -- none

3. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes – May 6, 2025

MOTION: Council Member Streetman made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
May 6, 2025 meeting. Council Member Anderson seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

4. Old Business -- none

5. New Business

A. Discussion of shark fishing/Seabrook Island ordinance

Committee members discussed the parts of the shark fishing ordinances from Seabrook Island 
and Horry County that they liked and disliked. After some discussion, Council Member 
Bogosian asked for staff to bring back a draft ordinance addressing no chumming (using 
Seabrook Island’s definition), no drone deployment, no commercial fishing, and no intentional 
fishing and taking of sharks. He would also like to see some guidelines regarding surf fishing 
that mirror Seabrook Island’s ordinance. Chief Cornett stated that guidelines are unenforceable. 

B. Discussion of changes to noise regulations

Council Member Bogosian reviewed his suggested changes to the last year’s failed noise 
ordinance that would modify the current noise ordinance with the intent of distinguishing 
between daytime and nighttime noise levels. He feels these changes make the ordinance more 
enforceable.  

Council Member Streetman said he has concerns about the use of “reasonable” in the first 
paragraph and believes these changes make the ordinance more subjective and less clear.  

Council Member Bogosian said he spoke with Chief Cornett about this at length and believes 
these changes address noise across the island and not just in relation to short-term rentals.  
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Council Member Anderson would like to see a specific decibel level (55 dBa) in the ordinance 
for nighttime noise levels. 

Chief Cornett said that Code Enforcement would like “reasonable” to be in the ordinance. He 
also offered two other administrative changes. He added that loud noise and loud speaking at 
night is already being addressed. He is not sure that these proposed changes make it more 
enforceable, but it goes provide clearer definitions for court. He added that decibel levels along 
with measurement guidelines also aid in prosecuting noise complaints. 

Further discussion of nighttime noise levels will be discussed at the July meeting. 

C.  Discussion of Breach Inlet signage parking 

Administrator Kerr said that the City will be working with Sullivan’s Island to create and place 
unified signage at Breach Inlet to increase public awareness of the dangers of swimming in the 
area. Council Member Anderson said the signs should clearly be official signage so that visitors 
don’t mistake it for privately placed and it should be bilingual. 

Discussion ensued as to the proper message and placement of the signs for maximum effect. The 
Committee would like to see “Don’t Swim Past This Point” on signs at the appropriate beach 
accesses and on the beach. 

Chief Oliverius suggested City Council may want to discuss similar warning signage and better 
historical signage at Thompson Park once the work at Breach Inlet is complete. He said it is an 
opportunity to reduce risk and beautify the island.  

Administrator Kerr will reach out to DNR about buoys in the area and SCDOT about signage on 
the bridge. 

D.  Discussion of golf cart regulations 

Chief Cornett reviewed some of the new golf cart regulations signed into law by the Governor on 
May 22, 2025: owners must have a DMV decal and registration for the golf cart, and it must be 
with the cart; owners must have proof of insurance on their person, and all passengers under 12 
must be properly restrained. 

He added that municipalities now have the authority to designate official golf cart paths. He will 
bring an ordinance to the Committee next month to make the path along Palm Boulevard an 
official path. 

Public Safety has been publicizing these changes via social media and reworking their golf cart 
brochure, which they will share with any business renting out golf carts. These updates were also 
shared at a recent Coffee with the Mayor. 

E.  Discussion of traffic issues 

Council Member Anderson explained the traffic gridlock she was stuck in on Memorial Day 
weekend. She believes officers controlling the traffic flow at the light could have helped the 
situation. 
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Chief Cornett stated that he also sat in the traffic and monitored all the 511 cameras throughout 
the day. He said the problem exists with the volume of traffic leaving the island simultaneously 
as well as drivers’ poor merging skills. He said he does not have enough staff to keep an officer 
directing traffic at the light. 

Council Member Anderson suggested a traffic study be done on July 4th and make 
recommendations about managing traffic flow better. Administrator Kerr said he will speak with 
Stantech to see what can be organized by that weekend and the costs involved. 

F.  Discussion of public safety-related matrix recommendations 

Administrator Kerr explained the organization of the matrix. He said the traffic flow and golf 
cart discussions were added to today’s agenda via the recommendations on the matrix. 

Council Member Bogosian and Administrator Kerr will group similar initiatives and then address 
1-2 per meeting. 

6. Miscellaneous Business 

Council Member Streetman asked about painting the pedestrian crosswalk at 43rd and Palm. 
Chief Cornett said he mentioned it to Asst. Director Asero and will follow up with him.  

Council Member Anderson stated that one of the “All Ways” signs is missing from the 
intersection at 41st Avenue. 

The next meeting of the Public Safety Committee will be Tuesday, July 1, 2025 at 11:00am.  

7. Adjournment 

Council Member Bogosian made a motion to adjourn, and Council Member Streetman seconded 
the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 12:18pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nicole DeNeane 
City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE 2025 – XX 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 7 LICENSING AND REGULATION, 

CHAPTER 3 BEACH AND MARINE RECREATION REGULATIONS, 
ARTICLE A GENERAL PROVISIONS TO INCLUDE REGULATIONS ON 

RECREATIONAL FISHING FROM SHORE AND PIER 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Isle of Palms has a significant and growing number 
of visitors that use the beach for recreational uses that include fishing, swimming, 
and walking along the beaches within City Limits; and 

 
WHEREAS, the intentional fishing, catching or attempting to catch sharks 

from the beach or shore endangers the public and poses a hazard to humans; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Isle of Palms City Council finds that regulating recreational 

fishing from the beach or shore is imperative to the health, safety and welfare to 
residents and visitors; and 

 
WHEREAS, Isle of Palms City Council has the authority to enact new 

sections of its Code of Ordinances when deemed to be in the best interest of the 
citizens of the City, and now desires to do so as displayed below. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and 

Councilmembers of the City of Isle of Palms, in Council assembled, that Section 7-
3-2 be amended and 7-3-23 be included under Title 7, Chapter 3, Article A of the 
City of Isle of Palms Code of Ordinances as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. That Section 7-3-2 “Definitions” be amended to state as follows: 
 
Section 7-3-2 Definitions 

 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall 
have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context 
clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
(1) Beach means that area lying between the low-water mark of the Atlantic 
Ocean and the easternmost property line of the property owned by private 
individuals or corporations, lying closest in proximity to the Atlantic Ocean, 
and shall extend out from the mean low-water mark for a distance of three 
hundred (300) yards into the water. The term "beach" shall also include that 
area from the mean low-water mark for a distance of fifty (50) yards into the 
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water from the mouth of Breach Inlet to the seaward side of Breach Inlet 
Bridge and from the mouth to the midpoint of Dewees Inlet. 
 
(2) Boat means any watercraft, including sea planes when not airborne, 
sailboats, jet skis, aqua-trikes or similar types of watercraft. 
 
(3) Designated areas means any portion of the beach designated by the City 
Council for a special use, such as swimming, surfing, beaching of boats, etc. 
 
(4) Motorboat means any boat operated through use of a motor or motorized 
propulsion, including jet skis, but excluding sailboats that use motors as an 
auxiliary means of propulsion. 
 
(5) Electric-assist bicycles and bicycles with helper motors means lowspeed 
electrically assisted bicycles with two or three wheels, each having fully 
operable pedals and an electric motor of no more than 750 watts, or one 
horsepower, and a top motor-powered speed of less than twenty miles an 
hour when operated by a rider weighing one hundred seventy pounds on a 
paved level surface, that meet the requirements of the Federal Consumer 
Product Code provided in 16 C.F.R., Part 1512, and that operate in a manner 
such that the electric motor disengages or ceases to function when their 
brakes are applied or the rider stops pedaling. 
 
(6) Chumming means the depositing into water chopped or ground bait 
consisting of raw meat or fish parts including blood and oil thereof 
(excluding chicken) in an attempt to catch fish. 
 
(7) Trot line means a long fishing line with numerous hooks attached at 
intervals. 
 

That Section 7-3-23 “Regulations on recreational fishing from shore or pier” be 
included to state as follows: 
 
Section 7-3-23 Regulations on recreational fishing from shore or pier 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally attempt to catch or 
take any shark or other marine animals that may endanger the public 
from any fishing pier, or any beach, or shore. 

(b) Chumming shall be unlawful within 600 feet of any fishing pier, or any 
beach or shore. 
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(c) It shall be unlawful to use Unmanned Airiel Vehicles and/or drones for 
the purpose of delivering fishing lines, fishing bait or other manner of 
fishing from any fishing pier, or any beach or shore. 

(d) It shall be unlawful to use trot lines from any fishing pier, or any beach or 
shore. 

(e) Nothing in this section shall affect or prohibit the baiting of crab traps or 
the placement of natural bait upon a hook and line. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall apply to any agent of the City, County, State 
of South Carolina or Federal Agency lawfully engaged in official duties. 

(g) Police officers, Beach Services Officers, Code enforcement officers or 
any other appointed police department official shall have the authority to 
require persons engaged in fishing from the beach to cease fishing if, in 
their judgement, circumstances indicate that cessation of fishing is in the 
interest of public safety. In the event the official determines that fishing 
from the beach may be unsafe for other users of the beach, the official 
may order any person engaged in fishing from the beach to immediately 
cease fishing until such time as he or she indicates that it is safe to 
resume fishing. The official may indicate that fishing may occur at an 
alternative location on the beach during the time that the cease fishing 
order is effective. Failure to comply with an order of the police officer, 
Beach Services Officer, Code enforcement officer or any other appointed 
police department official shall be deemed a violation of this section. 

 
SECTION 2. That should any part of this Ordinance be held invalid by a Court of 
competent jurisdiction, the remaining parts shall be severable therefrom and shall 
continue to be in full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION 3. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed insofar as the same affect this 
Ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 4. That this Ordinance take effect and be in full force 
immediately. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY 
OF ISLE OF PALMS, ON THE _____ DAY OF _____________________, 

2025. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
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Phillip Pounds, Mayor 
 
(Seal) 
Attest: 
 
____________________________________ 
Nicole DeNeane, City Clerk 
First Reading:       
Public Hearing:     
Second Reading:     
Ratification:      
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Isle of Palms Fishing Guidelines and Etiquette 

1. Introduction 

The City of Isle of Palms boasts seven miles of wide, pristine beaches great for swimming, 
lounging, fishing, biking and kayaking. The City of Isle of Palms has been a destination for 
beach goers for generations. If we can all adhere to these guidelines and basic etiquette, 
we will ensure that all individuals using the beaches can safely enjoy the beautiful natural 
resources that Isle of Palms offers.  

2. Fish Species  

Common species include red drum, black drum, flounder, croaker, whiting (southern 
kingfish), sheepshead, bluefish, lady fish, stingrays, spotted sea trout, tarpon, and blue 
crab. 

3. License Requirements 

• All individuals fishing in Isle of Palms marshes, creeks, inlets and tidal ponds must 
have a valid SC fishing license (https://saltwaterfishing.sc.gov/license.html) and 
comply with SC Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) regulations 
(https://www.dnr.sc.gov/regulations.html).  

• Resident and non-resident licenses can be obtained online at SCDNR 
(https://gooutdoorssouthcarolina.com/). You can visit the SCDNR website 
(https://www.dnr.sc.gov/purchase.html) for additional information about obtaining 
licenses.  To qualify for a resident fishing license, the applicant must have been a 
resident for the last 365 days. Short term licenses are available to non-residents at a 
reduced cost. 

4. Fishing Locations 

• Surf fishing along the beach. Breach Inlet is a popular fishing spot 
o Swimming or wading in breach inlet is dangerous and prohibited by 

ordinance. 
• Isle of Palms Marina 
• Intracoastal waterway 
• There are several marshes in and around the Isle of Palms 
• The Hunley bridge - Do not park on the street, exercise caution, and do not block the 

sidewalk.  
• Fishing Charters: There are several charter captains at the Isle of Palms Marina as 

well as at the various Charleston Marinas. 
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o Fishermen?.crabbers?.shell.fisherman.and.boaters.should.be.considerate.of.
each.other.and.treat.each.other.with.mutual.respect.so.all.can.enjoy.the.
beach?.lakes?.streams?.and.docks.and.cohabitate.peacefully.together¡ 

5. Fish, Fishing Regulations 

The SCDNR (www.dnr.sc.gov) has specific seasonal size and limit regulations that change 
from time to time. (https://www.dnr.sc.gov/regulations.html). 

6. Crabbing Regulations 

• Licenses: Recreational crab fishermen need a saltwater fishing license with a 
maximum of two crab pots (https://saltwaterfishing.sc.gov/license.html). 

• Pots and traps must be marked with floats with the owner's name, address, and 
phone number and enough line to keep the float from going underwater at high tide.  

• Traps should not be left where they could be exposed at low tide and should be 
checked daily. Unattended crab traps are death traps for crabs and other species 
and have negative impacts on our habitat. 

• Proper crabbing practice depends on the type of trap used. Crab pots (sturdy 
structure with bait trap) should be removed within two days or less. Star, basket, 
net, and other traps are to be monitored and removed at the end of a fishing outing. 
Derelict (unattended) traps are subject to removal and disposal. 

• Blue Crabs must be larger than five inches measured from the tip of one lateral 
spine across the back of the shell to the tip of the opposite lateral spine. 

• Stone Crab claws must have a minimum forearm of 2¾ inches, and only crabs with 
two claws can have one removed. The larger of the two claws can be kept, but no 
claw can be removed from a female with eggs. Stone crab bodies cannot be 
possessed, live or dead. 

• Crabbers should be cognizant and considerate of other users and keep equipment 
from cluttering the area. Do not leave equipment or tackle in the area, and clean up 
and remove all bait, lines, and other trash at the end of your crabbing outing. 

7. Shell Fishing 

• Shell fishing is only permitted within State and Recreational Shellfish Grounds. 
(https://www.dnr.sc.gov/marine/shellfish/shellfishmaps.html) 

• Recreational Shell Fishing requires an SCDNR Saltwater Fishing License 
(https://saltwaterfishing.sc.gov/license.html) 

• Limits: two bushels of oysters and/or one-half bushel of clams (>1 inch). 
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• The SCDNR publishes various approved areas, restricted areas, restricted 
equipment, and closure/open dates. 

• Any discarded or open shells should be disposed of properly; do not leave shells in 
public areas. 

o An oyster shell recycling drop-off bin can be found at the Isle of Palms 
Marina. 

8. Equipment Regulations  

Permitted Equipment and Activities: 

• Rods and Reels  
• A fisherman may only use four rods and reels (SCDNR) 
• A fisherman from a boat may use an unlimited number of rods (SCDNR) 
•  Hand Lines 
• Kayak fishing 
• Gigging 
• Spear Fishing 
• Cast Nets to collect bait fish 
• Crab Traps (limit two per person) 

Prohibited Equipment and Activities: 

• No chumming within 600 feet of the beach. Prohibited by ordinance.  
o Definition: Chumming means the depositing into water chopped or ground 

bait consisting of raw meat or fish parts including blood and oil thereof 
(excluding chicken) in an attempt to catch fish. 

o This does NOT affect or prohibit the baiting of crab traps or the placement of 
natural bait upon a hook and line. 

• Intentionally attempting to catch or take a shark from any fishing pier, beach or 
shore is prohibited. 

• Trot lines are prohibited.  
• No single-use plastics or Styrofoam products.  
• No smoking (including vapes, e-cigs) on the beach or beach access paths 
• No alcoholic beverages, glass containers, fires or fireworks. 
• Fill in any holes before you leave. 

9. Surf Fishing Guidelines 

There are seven miles of beachfront and plenty of room for both fisherman and swimmers 
to enjoy the beaches of Isle of Palms. 
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• Fishermen should maintain a safe distance from swimmers 
• Avoid casting near swimmers and be mindful of where your lines are in the water. 
• If persons are swimming, fisherman should fish elsewhere (at a safe distance). 
• If fishermen are present, swimmers should give them space (swim elsewhere at a 

safe distance).  
• Fishermen and swimmers should be cognizant and considerate of each other, use 

common sense, and treat each other with mutual respect so all can enjoy the beach 
and cohabitate the shore peacefully together. 

10. Bridge Fishing Guidelines/Safety Issues 

• Be mindful of traffic when fishing from bridges. 
• Do not obstruct the roadway or walkways. 
• Be cautious of casting lines near pedestrians or vehicles; safety is a priority. 

11. Post-Fishing Etiquette 

• Clean Up: Ensure all trash, bait, and equipment are cleaned up and disposed of 
properly. 

o Remember, this island is a common nesting area for sea turtles. Trash and 
fishing equipment that is not disposed of safely can harm sea turtles and 
other wildlife. 

• Bait: Do not leave bait on the beach or near fishing areas. 
• Equipment: Store all equipment safely after use. 
• Hooks: Properly dispose of hooks and other sharp objects to prevent injuries. 
• Shellfish: Any discarded or open shells should be disposed of properly; do not leave 

shells in public areas. 
o An oyster shell recycling drop-off bin can be found at the Isle of Palms 

Marina. 
• Fishermen and non-fisherman should be considerate of each other and treat each 

other with mutual respect so all can enjoy the beach and cohabitate the shore 
peacefully together. 

12. Other Safety Guidelines 

• Alligator Safety: Alligators are present in ponds and marsh areas and can 
occasionally be seen in the ocean. Maintain a safe distance and do not feed, harass, 
or attempt to hook an alligator. Be cautious of alligators if boating or kayaking in 
ponds or rivers. Do not dispose of or leave bait or fish near alligators. Report any 
aggressive alligator behavior to the Isle of Palms Police Department at 843.886.6522 
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• Dolphin Safety: Federal Law and the Isle of Palms Ordinance prohibit harassment of 
dolphins. 

o Keep your distance from dolphins, staying 15 yards away on land (50 yards by 
boat/kayak). 

o Do not try to feed dolphins. Keep quiet while dolphins are hunting or feeding. 
o No swimming if dolphins are strand feeding; avoid chasing, following, 

petting, circling dolphins or separating a mother and calf. If dolphins are 
beached, don't try to wade in, touch, grab, or mount them. 

13. Police Department Officials Authorities 

The Isle of Palms Police Department police officers, Animal Control Officers, Code 
Enforcement Officers and Beach Service Officers have the authority to issue warnings and 
to ask fisherman (or swimmers) to move if in their judgement they perceive there is a safety 
issue.  

14. Conclusion 

By following these guidelines, you contribute to the preservation of Isle of Palms natural 
beauty, the freedoms for all to enjoy our island, the rights of fishermen and swimmers, and 
the safety of all its residents and visitors.  
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Ordinance for Public Safety Committee  – July 1, 2025 

ORDINANCE 2025-05 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 7, LICENSING AND REGULATION, CHAPTER 1 
BUSINESS LICENSES, ARTICLE A GENERAL PROVISIONS, SECTION 7-1-15(F). 
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE OF THE CITY OF ISLE OF PALMS 
CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CHANGE THE PERIOD TO AMASS FIVE FOUNDED 

COMPLAINTS BEFORE A REVOCATION HEARING AND STIPULATE THAT TWO 
GARBAGE ROLL OUT COMPLAINTS ARE TO BE COUNTED AS ONE FOR 

PURPOSES OF LICENSE REVOCATION. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Councilmembers of the City of Isle of Palms, 
South Carolina, in City Council Assembled: 

SECTION 1. That Section 7-1-15. Suspension or renovation of license. Subsection (F) 
is hereby amended to specifically read as follows: 

F. A licensee has had five (5) or more complaints of unlawful activity within a 
rolling 365-day period that are determined to be founded by the Police Department; 
provided that two (2) founded complaints of Section 3-2-8. Garbage roll-out carts and 
county recycling containers shall not be kept upon street or road right-of-way, shall not 
be counted as one (1) founded complaint for purposes of this subsection.    

SECTION 2. To avoid counting founded complaints that have already expired under the 
previous review period of the calendar year, no founded complaints documented before January 1, 
2025 should be counted for purposes of Section 7-1-15(F).   

 
SECTION 3. Should any part of this Ordinance be held invalid by a Court of competent 

jurisdiction, the remaining parts shall be severable therefrom and shall continue to be in full 
force and effect. 

 
SECTION 43. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting with the provisions 

of this Ordinance are hereby repealed insofar as the same affect this Ordinance. 
 

SECTION 54. That this Ordinance take effect immediately upon approval by City 
Council. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE ISLE OF PALMS ON THE 
______ DAY OF ___________________, 2025.  
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Phillip Pounds, Mayor 
 
(Seal) 
Attest: _________________________________ 
Nicole DeNeane, City Clerk 

16



Sec. 3-2-8. - Garbage roll-out carts and county recycling containers shall not be kept upon street or road rights-of-

way.

Garbage roll-out carts and county recycling containers shall not be placed in the right-of-way of a street

or road except when placed for collection. Garbage carts and recycling containers shall not be placed for

collection prior to 5:00 p.m. on the day before collection. Garbage carts and recycling containers shall be

removed from the right-of-way no later than 9:00 a.m. on the day following collection. Except for such times

when lawfully placed for collection, no garbage carts or recycling containers shall be allowed to remain

clearly visible from a street, road, or right-of-way. Garbage carts and recycling containers located on publicly

owned areas, including, but not limited to, public parking lots, public parks, public beach and recreational

areas, or any City-owned property, are exempt from the requirements of this section. The City has the right

to move garbage carts and recycling containers placed in violation of this section.

(Code 1970, § 18-10; Code 1994, § 3-2-8; Ord. of 1-13-1977; Ord. No. 1997-16, § 6, 8-26-1997; Ord. No. 2001-

3, § 1, 2-27-2001; Ord. No. 2013-03, § 1, 5-28-2013)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2013-03, § 1, adopted May 28, 2013, changed the title of § 3-2-8 from garbage roll-

out carts shall not be kept upon street or road rights-of-way to garbage roll-out carts and county recycling

containers shall not be kept upon street or road rights-of-way.

6/27/25, 9:33 AM Isle of Palms, SC Code of Ordinances

about:blank 1/1
17
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ORDINANCE 2024 – XX 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 9 OFFENSES, CHAPTER 2 OFFENSES 

AGAINST PUBLIC PEACE, TO INCLUDE REGULATIONS ON HATE 
INTIMIDATION 

 
 

WHEREAS, the residents and visitors of the City of Isle of Palms are a 
diverse collection of individuals representing a multitude of races, colors, creeds, 
religions, ancestries, sexual orientations, genders, gender identities, physical and 
mental disabilities, and national origins; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Isle of Palms values and wishes to protect its 

residents and visitors irrespective of their race, color, creed, religion, ancestry, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental disability, or 
national origin; and 

 
WHEREAS, crimes that are motivated by bias or hate towards any person or 

persons, in whole or in part, because of the actual or perceived race, color, creed, 
religion, ancestry, gender, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, physical or 
mental disability, or national origin of any person are an affront to the values held 
by the City; and 

 
WHEREAS, the State of South Carolina has yet to adopt a statewide Hate 

Crime Legislation, and is only one of two states in the United States who have yet 
to adopt such protections for its citizens and visitors; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Isle of Palms desires to enact a new section of its 

Code of Ordinances in order to protect its residents and visitors and deter crimes 
motivated by bias or hate towards any person or persons, in whole or in part, 
because of the actual or perceived race, color, creed, religion, ancestry, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, physical or mental disability, or 
national origin of any person, and provide separate appropriate penalties in 
addition to the punishment for the underlying violation of the ordinances of the 
City; and 

 
WHEREAS, Isle of Palms City Council has the authority to enact new 

sections of its Code of Ordinances when deemed to be in the best interest of the 
citizens of the City, and now desires to do so as displayed below. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and 
Councilmembers of the City of Isle of Palms, in Council assembled, Section 9-2-7 
of the City of Isle of Palms Code of Ordinances titled Hate Intimidation is hereby 
enacted to specifically read as follows: 
 
9-2-7 HATE INTIMIDATION. 

 
(a) A person who violates Title 9 of the City of Isle of Palms Code of 
Ordinances, any act or omission which is prohibited or declared unlawful 
under this Code of Ordinances, or any provision of State law within the 
municipal limits of the City of Isle of Palms, with the intent to intimidate a 
person or persons, in whole or in part, because of the actual or perceived 
race, color, creed, religion, ancestry, gender, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, physical or mental disability, or national origin of any person is 
guilty of the separate offense of hate intimidation and shall be punished as 
provided in item (b) here within. Sentences shall run consecutive to one 
another unless the Court specifies on the record good cause why they should 
run concurrently. The trier of fact whether, a jury or the Municipal Judge if 
the defendant waives his/her right to a jury trial, must find the defendant 
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. A person cannot be found guilty of Hate 
Intimidation unless he/she is first convicted under the underlying crime and 
Hate Intimidation may not be used as a standalone crime. 

 
(b) Fines imposed under this section for contemporaneous or concurrent 
violations of this section shall be assessed for each violation, 
 

(1) A violation of this section shall be a misdemeanor and punishable 
by a fine of not more than $500.00 and/or by imprisonment for not 
more than 30 days. The sentence 
imposed must be consecutive to the sentence for the underlying 
criminal offense unless the Court articulates on the record the reasons 
why the sentences should run concurrently. 
(2) The Court may impose community service or participation in an 
educational program for violation of this Section. 
(3) Any sentence may be suspended upon completion by the 
defendant of appropriate education, counseling or community service 
employment as ordered by the Court. 
(4) The Court may also designate all or part of the imposed fine be 
directed to the support of programs designed to combat bias based on 
ethnicity, national origin, color, religion, sexual orientation, gender 
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and gender identity or physical or mental 
disability. 
 

(c) Restitution authorized. In addition to the penalties provided for above, 
the Court may order restitution up to the limits of the Court's jurisdiction for 
damages sustained by the victim of this offense directly related to the 
commission of the crime which may include compensation for medical bills, 
counseling or therapy or damage to property sustained by the victim as a 
result of the underlying criminal offense. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY 
OF ISLE OF PALMS, ON THE _____ DAY OF _____________________, 
2024. 
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Mr. Mayor and members of the Isle of Palms Public Safety Committee, 
 
My husband and I live just outside Wild Dunes on Palm Boulevard. We 
have been on IOP since 2019, and we've been full time residents for the past 
two years or so.  In my life I have often hesitated to speak out about 
personal experiences of hatred directed at my family, feeling that 
acknowledging such actions only gave them more power. However, as I’ve 
grown older, I’ve come to understand the importance of bringing these 
issues to light. Without doing so, many in our community—even those who 
support us—may never be fully aware of what continues to happen around 
them. 
 
This week, I turn 49 years old, the same age Matthew Shepard would have 
been had he not been brutally murdered in 1998. His tragic death left an 
indelible mark on me as a boy of the same age, making me acutely aware 
that my existence could be threatened by those who believed I had no right 
to live authentically. While much progress has been made in the years 
since, recent events remind me that underlying hatred still exists. 
 
On Easter weekend this year, young men trespassed onto our porch in the 
dead of night, pulling down and attempting to destroy our pride flag. This is 
the second time we’ve experienced such an act, and though I had 
reinforced the flagpole to withstand damage, their efforts to break it were 
accompanied by homophobic slurs. The video of this incident captures their 
actions and is deeply unsettling. 
 
When I heard that a Hate Crime Law was under consideration, I felt 
compelled to share our experience. I do not believe these individuals are a 
reflection of our neighbors, but as a tourist destination, I think it’s crucial 
that we send a clear message: our community welcomes everyone equally 
and expects visitors to treat it with the same respect. 
 
I’ve included the link to the video of the incident here: 
https://youtu.be/cb1wdCnh6ig?si=BPjo7hW1ZXun6QCC. Though I will not 

28



2

be in town for your upcoming committee meeting, I am available to join via 
Zoom if that is an option. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ryan Elswick 
4403 Palm Boulevard 
C: 540-529-1981 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29



 
 

 
    Created: 2025-05-02 09:16:47 [EST] 
(Supp. No. 26) 

 
Page 1 of 2 

Sec. 8-2-31. Obedience to parking regulations. 

(a) Vehicles with resident parking permits or special permits parking within a resident parking district shall 
observe and obey the parking regulations posted within the district and as set forth in section 8-2-2 and 
sections 8-2-4 through 8-2-6 of this chapter, including, but not limited to, the prohibitions on parking in the 
following places or manners:  

(1) On a sidewalk;  

(2) In front of the entrance to a public or private driveway or alleyway, or within twenty feet (20') of the 
driveway entrance to any fire station;  

(3) Within an intersection or within twenty-five feet (25') of the center of an intersection;  

(4) Within thirty feet (30') of a stop sign;  

(5) Within fifteen feet (15') of a fire hydrant or fire safety sprinkler, standpipe, or other fire protection 
system control valve, whether such valve is mounted on a building or on the ground;  

(6) Along any street curb painted yellow;  

(7) On a crosswalk or within twenty feet (20') of the center of any crosswalk;  

(8) More than eighteen inches (18") from the street curb;  

(9) On the street pavement if there is no street curb, except as otherwise marked or posted. Vehicles shall 
be parked in such a manner so that all four (4) tires are off of the street;  

(10) In the opposite direction of the movement of traffic;  

(11) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when doing so would obstruct traffic or 
interfere with the excavation;  

(12) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb of a street, sometimes called 
"double parking";  

(13) In any parking space designated and established for use by disabled persons unless the vehicle properly 
displays special designating plate or a placard issued and valid under state law;  

(14) In a manner that blocks traffic or interferes with or blocks the passage of other vehicles;  

(15) At any place where official signs prohibit stopping, standing, or parking; or in any manner that violates 
any official sign or curb marking regulating stopping, standing, or parking;  

(16) A. Along the rights-of-way of Palm Boulevard between 21st Avenue and 40th Avenue in any of the 
following manners:  

1. Within four (4) feet of the pavement, except as otherwise posted;  

2. In any manner other than angled parking in the designated marked spaces on the land side 
of Palm Boulevard;  

3. In any manner other than parallel parking in the direction of traffic on the ocean side of 
Palm Boulevard and;  

4. Double parking on the passenger side of any vehicle that is parallel parked along the right-
of-way on the ocean side of Palm Boulevard.  

B. Along the rights-of-way of Palm Boulevard between 42nd and 53rd Avenue in any of the 
following manners:  
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1. Within four (4) feet of the pavement, except as otherwise posted;  

2. In any manner other than parallel parking in the direction of traffic; and  

3. Double parking on the passenger side of any vehicle that is paralleled parked along the 
right-of-way.  

(17) On a beach access as defined in section 5-4-15(C)(1), or on a public right-of-way in such a manner as to 
obstruct pedestrian use or authorized emergency vehicular use of a beach access.  

(b) No such resident parking permit or special permit shall exempt a vehicle from any regulation related to 
parking in the commercial districts or to paid parking spaces, parking pay stations and kiosks along the public 
streets or in the public parking lots; provided, however, that City Council may designate certain times for 
vehicles with valid resident parking permits to park in the public parking lots free of charge.  

(c) Parking a truck or vehicle having an overall length of more than twenty feet (20') at any point, including 
trailers, is prohibited upon any street right-of-way in a resident parking district for more than one (1) hour or 
as long as is reasonably necessary to load or unload passengers or materials, except that vehicles displaying a 
valid resident parking permit shall be permitted to park with attached boat trailers along the rights-of-way of 
41st Avenue from Waterway Boulevard to the terminus of 41st Avenue, where parking is not otherwise 
prohibited, for access to the Isle of Palms Marina.  

(Ord. No. 2017-02, § 3, 3-21-2017; Ord. No. 2018-05, § 5, 6-26-2018; Ord. No. 2018-10, § 2, 6-26-2018; Ord. No. 
2021-04, § 2, 4-16-2021) 
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