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ISLE OF PALMS POLICE DEPARTMENT

THOMAS E.BUCKHANNON,III

CHIEF OF POLICE

1207 PALM BOULEVARD

POST OFHCE DRAWER 508

1SLE OF PALMS,SOUTH CAROLINA 29451

(843)886-6522  FAX(843)886-8005

To: MAYOR RICE, CITY COI.INCIL, ANd ADMINISTRATOR TUCKE,R

From: CHIEF BUCKHANNON

Subj.: MONTHLY REPORT for JANUARY 2009

Date: FEBRUARY 6,2009

The following is a synopsis of the activities of the Isle of Palms Police Department
during the month of January 2009.

Patrol

January 2,2Q09 Officers responded to a reporled disturbance at a local
establishment where a male subject had refused to pay his bar tab. The officer determined
that the subject had also thrown a pen at the waitress when presented the check. The
officer located the subject, who appeared to have great difficulty standing and attempting
to walk due to his extreme intoxicated state. The subject was placed under arrest and
charged with Disorderly Conduct. A companion located later paid the bar tab to eliminate
another charge for failure to pay.

January 3,2009 Just before 1:30 A.M., an officer on patrol stopped a vehicle on the
Connector for speeding. The driver admitted to the officer that he had been drinking
alcohol on the Isle of Palms, and emitted a strong odor of alcohol during the
conversation. The driver agreed to several Field Sobriety Tests, which he failed. He was
taken into custody and transported to headquarters to be administered a Datamaster Test,
where he registered a .L}o/o level of alcohol in his system. He was charged with DUI and
transported to the Detention Center.

January 3,2009 The Charleston County Detention Center sent a teletype message
to the Isle of Palms Police Department regarding an outstanding Arrest Warrant for a
subject that had been lodged by the Charleston Police Department. The warant was for
Breach of Trust over $ 1,000, filed in 2006 after the suspect failed to complete contracted
repair work to a boat at the marina in the amount of $3,800. An officer responded to the
Detention Center and served the lsle of Palms Arrest Warrant on the subiect.



Januarv 4"2009 An officer responded to a residence on Grand Pavilion Drive
regarding a medical assist call with the fire department. A male subject suffering from the
effects of failure to take prescribed medication for bi-polar disorder was the cause of the
problem. While in the process of being prepared for transport by EMS to a local hospital
the subject became aggressive and combative with EMS personnel and had to be
restrained. Once restrained the subject was transported without further incident.

January 4,2009 Just after 2 A.M., an officer on patrol stopped a vehicle after it
failed to stop for a stop sign on JC Long Boulevard, then drove over a raised cement
median at the Connector and Palm Boulevard. The driver and passenger were allowed to
go to a local hotel via taxi and the vehicle was towed for safekeeping. The driver was
charsed with Reckless Drivins.

Januarv 4.2009 A local restaurant reported money missing from the company safe
between closing time the previous evening and this date. A list of those authorized access
to the office was provided. The matter has been assigned to an Investigator.

January 5,2009 Officers responded to a residence on Forest Trail where the
complainant reported that her suicidal roommate had just gone into a wooded area across
the street with the intention of ending her life. The first officer to respond went into the
woods and encountered the female subject in the process of cutting her left wrist with a
knife. The officer disarmed the subject, stood on the knife, and held both of the subject's
hands until a second officer arrived to assist. The subject was treated on scene and
transported by EMS to a local hospital for evaluation.

January 10, 2009 Just after midnight, an officer on patrol on the Connector observed
a vehicle cross over the white emergency line several times. Once off of the Connector
the vehicle was safely stopped, and while speaking to the driver the officer detected a
strong odor of alcohol emitting from the vehicle and the driver to have slurred speech and
bloodshot eyes. As soon as the officer requested information the driver stated that she
needed to call her lawyer and refused to participate in any Field Sobriety Tests. The
driver was transported to headquarters where she again refused to participate in
submitting to a Datamaster Test. She was charged with DUI and transported to the
Detention Center.

January 10,2009 Just before 2 A.M., an officer observed a male subject operating a
vehicle on Palm Boulevard that he knew had a suspended driver's license as a result of an
unpaid traffic ticket. After being taken into custody for driving under suspension a strong
odor of alcohol on the subject then initiated a possible DUI investigation. The driver
failed several Field Sobriety Tests administered then refused to submit to a Datamaster
Test. The driver was charged with DUS, NRVC, and DUI.

January 10. 2009 A resident reported that he had several unauthorized charges on the
last two months of credit card statements. It was determined that the charges were for
magazine subscriptions. An Investigator has been assigned the case for prosecution.



January 1I,2009 Just before 2 A.M., an officer on patrol of the Connector clocked a
vehicle on radar traveling 82 miles per hour. The vehicle was stopped on the Mount
Pleasant side of the Connector, where the officer immediately detected a strong odor of
alcohol from within the vehicle. The driver submitted to several Field Sobriety Tests,
which he failed. He was then transported to headquarters and administered a Datamaster
Test where he registere d a .l7oh level of intoxication, and charged with DUI.

January 12,2009 An Isle of Palms Police Department Investigator arrested a former
receptionist for a local Doctor's office and charged her with Forgery for forging the
Doctor's signature to at least one prescription. A DHEC Investigator is preparing
additional Arrest Warrants for related violations while employed in the office.

January 16,2009 The Criminal Investigations Division received a telephone call
from an Investigator from the Saranac Lake-Police Department in Franklin County New
York, advising that a male subject wanted by their jurisdiction was residing at an address
in Wild Dunes. The subject is wanted for 14 counts of Criminal Possession of a Forged
Instrument, 14 counts of Forgery, and Petit Larceny. Isle of Palms Investigators will
attempt to locate the subject for extradition to New York. The subject was located and he
agreed to voluntarily fly to New York to respond to the charges, rather than face
extradition proceedings from the state of South Carolina.

January 16,2009 A local real estate agent reported that a middle aged couple
presented themselves as millionaires and inspected several million dollar homes showing
interest in purchasing. The agent stated that as soon as closing on a property was
imminent; they would then lose interest in that property. The couple presented the agent
with what he believed was a bogus bank paper, which was confirmed to be bogus. It was
also determined that the same couple conducted a similar guise on Folly Beach in 2008.

January 17 ,2009 Just after I A.M., an officer on patrol of the Connector observed a
vehicle in front of him accelerate to a speed of 88 miles per hour and stopped the vehicle
to investigate. The officer immediately noted slurred speech, slow motions, and a strong
odor of alcohol from the driver. After submitting to several Field Sobriety Tests, which
the driver failed, she was taken into custody, and transported to the Detention Center to
be administered a Datamaster Test. After submitting to a Datamaster Test the driver
registered a .2IYo level of intoxication and was charged with DUI.

January 18, 2009 Officers responded to a Palm Boulevard residence where a
domestic dispute had been reported. The male subject present had called to report that his
live in girlfriend had been drinking heavily and was attempting to fight with him. The
girlfriend agreed to stay at a hotel for the evening and was driven there by the
complainant, who had not been drinking.

January 19,2009 An Isle of Palms police officer accompanied a Mount Pleasant
police officer to a residence on 20'n Avenue in an attempt to locate a subject wanted by
that agency. The wanted subject was not at the residence.



January 19,2009 Officers responded to a residence on Charleston Boulevard where
a female reported an assault that had just taken place. The complainant reported that the
male subject had just left the residence in an SUV with friends. The complainant stated
that the assault occurred when she attempted to stop her common law husband who was
attempting to leave the residence with property that belonged to her and their landlord.
He allegedly pushed the complainant to the ground landing on her arm and back. Written
statements were obtained from other witnesses present. Attempts were made to locate the
subject with negative results. The case has been assigned to an Investigator for possible
prosecution.

January 20,2009 Officers responded to a residence on Palmetto Drive in Wild
Dunes, where a domestic dispute had been reported. Officers quickly determined that the
dispute was only verbal in nature and both parties involved agreed to stay in separate
rooms for the evening then resolve their differences the following day.

January 22,2009 An officer met with a US Postal Service Special Agent to
interview a postal employee accused of stealing two Wal-Mart gift cards from the mail
then making fraudulent purchases in North Charleston with them. The postal service will
prosecute the subject.

January 23,2009 An officer responded to a Carolina Boulevard residence, where a
vehicle had been reported stolen. The vehicle was last seen parked in the front yard and
discovered missing the following morning.

January 23,2009 Officers responded to a residence on 32nd Avenue where a woman
reporled that her daughter had stated that she wanted to commit suicide. An investigation
revealed that life-threatening messages had been written on the interior walls of the
subject's room. Five used syringes were located and recovered by an officer, and EMS
responded, and transported the subject to a local hospital for admittance.

January 23,2009 An officer responded to Mount Pleasant to meet with a Mount
Pleasant police officer who had a male subject in custody for an outstanding Isle of Palms
Arrest Warrant for Criminal Domestic Violence that was issued after a January 19,2009
incident. The officer assumed custody and transported the subject to the Detention
Center.

January 24,2009 An officer stopped a vehicle for an equipment violation, then
discovered that the driver had a suspended license for failure to pay four traffic tickets.
The driver was charged with DUS and four counts of NRVC.

January 25,2009 Just before 2 A.M., an officer on patrol observed a vehicle leave a
gas station and accelerate to a high rate of speed north on Palm Boulevard, then cut
someone off at the curve in the road at 2 l " Avenue and proceed north. The vehicle
continued to speed and pass other vehicles until it was stopped on Palm Boulevard near
50'n Avenue. The female driver was determined to be a iuvenile, who was found to also



be in possession of beer. She was taken into custody and charged with Reckless Driving
and Minor in Possession of Beer. Due to her age, she was released to the custody of her
mother.

January 25,2009 Officers responded to a reported fight in progress at a front beach
establishment. Upon arrival, officers determined that a fight had occurred on private
property, and no one wished to press charges. A continuation of this incident caused
ofhcers to then respond to a nearby hotel, where the intoxicated girlfriend of the
assaulted subject was causing a public disturbance. While being taken into custody the
subject passively resisted then began to hyperventilate. She was then taken to a local
hospital and ruled fit to be incarcerated. While being transported to the Detention Center,
she began to deliberately bang her head on the metal cage. She was lodged at the
Detention Center, charged with Disorderly Conduct and Resisting Arrest.

January 3I,2009 Officers responded to a Palm Boulevard residence, where a citizen
had reported four male subjects attempting to gain entry. While clearing the residence,
two suspects were located in a room, and after completion of the search, two others were
also located. Located in plain view in the room with the first two subjects, was a quantity
of marijuana. Both were charged with.Simple Possession of Marijuana, but since one was
determined to be a juvenile, his case will be tried in Family Court. The owner of the
residence was notified and a parent responded to assume custody of all four subjects. One
subject in the group was related to the owner, but had no key to make entry.

Personnel/Community Relations

Januarv 5.2009 PFC Baldrick, a state certified child restraint installer, properly
installed a child restraint system in a local residents vehicle.

January 20,2009 PFCs Ambas and Thompson, Detective Tarr and Detective
Sergeant Caldwell met with a small group of Cub Scouts at the Recreation Center and
gave a presentation. The scout's fingerprints were taken and given to their parents for
safekeeping.

January 23,2009 PFC Chavez received a letter of appreciation from a family that he
recently assisted.

January 24,2009 PFC Ambas, Ptl. McElroy and Sgt. Usry assisted employees of the
Recreation Center on "Arcade Day" and registered 67 bicycles for island children in
attendance.

January 3I,2009 For the month of January, officers discovered one business and one
home with open or unsecured doors. A total of one hundred five Victim of Crime Forms
were issued to business or property owners for various violations noted or to advise them
that an officer checked their business or home during the night while on patrol.
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TELECOMM∪ NICA丁 10NS MONttHLY AC丁 IVITY REPORT

l′4′2009

During the month of January 2009, the Telecommunications Office received and dispatched 3819 calls for
service to the four (4) public safety agencies of lsle of Palms and Sullivan's lsland, and the National Park
Service. The following is a breakdown of activity by department.

10PPD !OPFD S!PD S!FD NPS 丁OTALS

January-O9 3.018 36 750 45 0 3・819

January-08 3.166 37 702 14 0 3.919

輸 ! Cham 常 騒 79/ol張 1章竹T挽 ;IⅢホ| ■0●h(|― |■30/6

Yearto Date 2009 3,018 36 750 15 0 3.819

Yearto Date 2008 3,166 37 702 14 0 3,919

P―
―
Clla趣 ‐6路| ‐3% , 7 % 7●/● |!0●/● ‐30/3■

Business Checks SPR Service Calls Total Services

丁ract l:

Breach inietto 1 0th Ave 133 67 173 373

Iract 2:

Ccean Blvd to JC Long to 14th Ave 246 16 33 295

丁ract 3:

10th Ave North to 21st Ave South 289 79 205 573

Tract 4:

21st Ave North to 31st Ave South 72 308 222 602

丁ract 5:

34st Ave North to 41st Ave South 10 68 127 205

Tract 6:

Forest Trail 20 12 22 54

Tract 7:

41st Ave North to 57th Ave 204 122 127 453

丁ract 8:

Wild Dunes 407 425 95 327

丁ract 9:

OP Connector 17 0 68 85

fract 10:

3ounty Park 3 0 0 3

丁「act 99:

O付 lsland 5 0 43 48

Iotals: 1106 797 1115 3018



lsle of Palms Police Department Officer Activity
January 2009

」anuary

2009

」anuary

2008

Percentage

Change

Y e a r  T o  D a t e

2009

Year丁 o Date

2008

Percentage

Change

Service Calls 1115 1212 -8°/0 4 1 1 5 1212 -80/0

Bui lding Checks 1106 4664 -34% 4106 1664 -340/。

SPR'S 797 290 475% 797 290 175%

Traffic Stops 245 373 ‐34% 245 373 -34%

Traffic Stops WTickets 72 93 -23% 72 93 -23%

oh T raffic Stops w/Tickets 290/0 250/0 48% 290/0 25% 480/。

DUI丁 ickets 5 2 400% 5 2 1500/0

DUS Tickets 3 4 ‐25% 3 4 …25%

Speeding Tickets 35 18 94% 35 18 940/。

Other Tra打lc Tickets 55 113 も10/0 55 413 -51°/0

Non Traffic Tickets 2 3 -330/。 2 3 -330/0

Parking Tickets 50 29 720/。 50 29 720/。

City Tickets 20 43 54% 20 43 54%

Warning Tickets 82 45 82% 82 45 82%



Connector Calls For Service
January 2009

The lsle of Palms Police Department has responded to or initiated 85 calls involving
1616 minutes, or 27 man hours for the month of January 2009. The following table
breaks down the type, number and time element of each call on the connector.

Ca‖s

January

Calls

Year To Date

Arrests

January

Arrests

Year to Date

Minutes

January

Minutes

Year To Date

Avg. Minutes

January

Avg. Minutes

Year To Date

Accidents 0 0 0

TraTlc Stops

With Tickets

23 7 7 109414 1094 14 47

Tramc stOps

Without Tickets

32 0 27245 27245 9

Ckizen Assists 0 46548 16548

Assist Other PD 0 0 祥DIV′ 0! #DIV′0!

Miscellaneous 0 874 874 4 4

丁otals 85 7 7 4616 1616

lan‐08 4 4 1116 1416 16
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lsle of Palms Police Department Monthly Report
January 2009

ARREST S∪ MMARY

Type January 2009 Tota1 2009 January 2008 丁ota1 2008

Adults Male 12 Female 5 Male 12 Female 5 Male 19 Female 7 Male 打9 Female 7

Juveni les Male 0 Female 1 Male 0 Female 1 Male 0 Female 4 Male 0 Female 4

Narc-Adults Male
1 Female 0 Male 1 Female 0 Male 1 Female 0 Male 4 Female 0

Narc-Juveniles Male 1 Female 0 Male I Female 0 Male 0 Female 0 Male 0 Female 0

TOTALS: Male 44 Female 6 Male 44 Female 6 Ⅵale 20 Female Male 20 :emale

PROPERttY VALUES REPORTED

Type January 2009 丁ota1 2009 January 2008 丁ota1 2008

Burglary Stolen $3,527.00 $3.527.00 S45,56000 $15,560.00

Larceny Stolen Sl,89100 Sl,89400 $20,383.00 $20.383.00

Criminal Damage S1000 S1000 S425.00 S425.00

MVT Stolen S5,500.00 S5,500.00 SO.00 $0.00

Robbery Stolen SO.00 SO,00 SO.00 SO.00

Burglary Recovered S380.00 S38000 $2,700.00 $2.700.00

Larceny Recovered SO.00 S000 S13,940.00 S43,940.00

lriminal Damage Recovered $0.00 S000 SO.00 SOt00

MVT Recovered S000 SO.00 S000 S000

Robbery Recovered SO.00 SO.00 SO.00 S000

Total Stolen $40.91800 $ 1 0 , 9 1 8 . 0 0 S35.943,00 s35.943.00

Total Recovered S380.00 S380.00 $16.640.00 S16.640.00

丁otal Seized SO.00 SO.00 SO.00 S000
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lsle of Palms Police Department Animal Control Report
January 2009

」an-09

Monthly

丁otal

2009

YeaHy

丁otal

」an-08

Monthly

Total

2008

Yearly

Total

CtaHons 2 2 3 3

Warning Tickets 0 0 0 0

Animals Secured 3 3 6 6

Dogs 3 3 6 6

Cats 0 0 0 0

Raccoons 0 0 0 0

Other" 0 0 7 7

Released to: (Owner, other) 2 2 “2 12

Transported to Shuler Vet 0 0 0 0

Transported to Other Vets 0 0 0 0

Transported to SPCA “ 4 4 1

lnjured Animals 0 0 1 1

Trapped Animals 0 0 1 1

Cats 0 0 0 0

Raccoons 0 0 0 0

Other★
★

0 0 4 “

Dead Animals Removed 22 22 42 12

Traps Set 1 4 5 5

Kennel Fees S21.00 S2100 $4400 S14.00

42



ISLE OF PALM【 S

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CRIMINAL INVESTttGATHONS DIVHS10N

(CID)

MONTHLyREPθ RTFθ R JИttARち 2θθ夕

NA臣 IE CARRIED

OVER

ASSICNED Total CBA E′C UNF 1′A Active PROPERTV
RECVD

WARRANTS
SRVD

WOF REMARKS

Dct.Sgt.

Caldwell
2 4 6 3 0

，

中
0 0 4

Det.Tart 3 14 6 0 2 5 385.00 ワ

々
2

Total 5 15 20
ワ

中 9 0 4
ワ

々 385.00 6

CBA:Cleared By Arrest E/C:Exceptionally Cleared UNF:Unfounded l/A:lnactivated WOF:Warrants on File

INVESTIGATOR ACTIVITY SPECIFICS

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell conducted five (5) marijuana analysis examinations.

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell prepared four (4) Weekly Crime Analysis Reports, one (l) Monthly CID
Report and one (l) Unusual Occurrence/After-Action Report (Operation Seahawk).

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell served as member of Hiring Interview Panel for Dispatchers and Police
Ollicers (23 Interviews were conducted).

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell served on the Police Officer Testing Panel (Written Examinations & Physical Agility
Testing).

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell supervised patrol 48 hours.

* Investigators conducted six (6) Agency Assists:
- DNR Officers, U. S. Postal Service OIG Special Agents, Charleston County Sheriffls Office CID,
- DHEC Investigators, 9'h Judicial Circuit Solicitor's Office Investigators and Saranac Lake, New York

Police Department.

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell attended I hour training.
* Detective Tarr attended 3 hours training.

* Investigators were notified and responded to 2 crime scenes.
* Investigators worked 3 hours special assignments: Operation Seahawk Terrorist Attack Simulation.
* Investigators conducted 3 hours of undercover surveillance.

* Bond Hearings: 16
* Preliminary Hearings: 3
* Telephone Contacts: 28
* Narcotics Laboratory Delivered / Pickup: I

ヤ Crand Jury(rF cases Presented): 1
ヤV i c t i m  L e t t e r s  S e n t : 1 5
+ v i c t i m  N o t i r l c a t i o n : 1 0



INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

CHHt]fBUCKHANNON

SItRCItANT USRY

TRAINlNG l(ltl)()lRT「 OR、IANUAl(Y2009

FitBRUAl【 Y2,2009

THE FOLLOWINC OFFICERS/EMPLO■ 咽ES RECEIVED TRAINING FOR THE MOMH

0「 ER い ― R F n側 ‐ l A 抑 T E NК 川革 orHR

7 Cmcers 巾 丸T阻 お T・atttぃ 2

l Cttcer 巾 〕帥 軸‖SIに苅REkr 2

ro「A S C

5

中 側 駐 ― RFII側 坤 弘 山 TE N 時 い

1醐 申 巾 Baic911 Tdesrmricdiqs 4

「OTAL 4

4 t



ISLE OF PALMS

POLICE DEPARTMENT

2009 Livability Services

Business License Violat ions

Burglary

Rental Long i Rental Short
Term Term/By Agency

Rental Short
Term/By Owner

Noise∨ lolation

Garbage Can Vio lat ion -  Vio lat ion /
Letler

∨iolation

Overniqht Veh Capackv Vlolatlon 1  0Veh Capacity Violation

40丁 enants Violation

Ove「size∨ ehicle in SRl DistHct

Business License Checks

Domestic I Z
Medical/Agency Assist

45


