ORDINANCE 2023-02

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 7, LICENSING AND REGULATION,
CHAPTER 3, BEACH AND MARINE RECREATION REGULATIONS, ARTICLE A
GENERAL PROVISIONS AND TITLE 8§ MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC,
CHAPTER 1 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS, ARTICLE B OPERATION OF A
VEHICLE, OF THE CITY OF ISLE OF PALMS CODE OF ORDINANCES TO
PROVIDE REGULATIONS FOR ELECTRIC ASSIST BYCICLES AND OTHER
MODES OF TRANSPORTATION PROPELLED BY A MOTOR AND TO PROVIDE
FOR CIVIL AND OTHER PENALTIES.

WHEREAS, E-bikes and other modes of transportation propelled by a motor, can
pose a safety hazard, as some electric bicycles can go up to 30 miles an hour and
therefore increasing the consequence of impact; and

WHEREAS, E-bikes on the beach present a higher risk to the public during the
peak summer season when the beach has a high concentration of beachgoers bathing,

playing, walking, fishing, and engaging in other beach related activities; and

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL MEMBERS OF THE CITY OF ISLE OF PALMS, SOUTH CAROLINA, IN
CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED:

SECTION 1. That Title 7, Chapter 3, Article A, “General Provisions,” Section 7-
3-2 “Definitions” is hereby amended by adding a new definition (5) to state as follows:

“Sec. 7-3-2. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall
have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

n Beach means that area lying between the low-water mark of the
Atlantic Qcean and the easternmost property line of the property owned by
private individuals or corporations, lying closest in proximity to the
Atlantic Ocean, and shall extend out from the mean low-water mark for a
distance of three hundred (300) yards into the water. The term "beach”
shall also include that area from the mean low-water mark for a distance
of fifty (50) yards into the water from the mouth of Breach Inlet to the
seaward side of Breach Inlet Bridge and from the mouth to the midpoint of
Dewees Inlet.

(2) Boat means any watercraft, including sea planes when not
airborne, sailboats, jet skis, aqua-trikes or similar types of watercraft.



3) Designated areas means any portion of the beach designated by the
City Council for a special use, such as swimming, surfing, beaching of
boats, etc.

4) Motorboat means any boat operated through use of a motor or
motorized propulsion, including jet skis, but excluding sailboats that use
motors as an auxiliary means of propulsion.

(5)"Electric-assist bicycles” and "bicycles with helper motors” means low-
speed electrically assisted bicycles with two or three wheels, each having
fully operable pedals and an electric motor of no more than 750 watts, or
one horsepower, and a top motor-powered speed of less than twenty miles
an hour when operated by a rider weighing one hundred seventy pounds
on a paved level surface, that meect the requirements of the Federal
Consumer Product Code provided in 16 C.F.R., Part 1512, and that
operate in a manner such that the electric motor disengages or ceases to
function when their brakes are applied or the rider stops pedaling.

SECTION 2. That Title 7, Chapter 3, Article A, “General Provisions,” is
hereby amended by deleting Section 7-3-3, “Vehicles restricted,” in its entirety and
replacing it with a new Section 7-3-3 to state as follows:

“*Sec. 7-3-3. Vehicles restricted.

{(a) No vehicles, to include electric-assist bicycles and any other
mode of transportation that is propelled by a motor or any other battery-
assisted devices, including but not limited to, battery-assisted motorized
skateboards or battery-assisted motorized mono-wheel skateboards, are
allowed on the beach between Memorial Day through Labor Day, except
for bicycles and vehicles authorized pursuant to section 5-4-15(C).

(b) It is unlawful to operate, park, stop, or stand a motor vehicle upon
the beach except as otherwise provided in the City Code.”

(c) It is unlawful for any person to operate bicycles, tricycles or
similar human, gas, or electric powered wheeled vehicles, of any type,
on any dune or in any dune area located within the city limits of Isle of
Palms.

SECTION 3. That Title 8, Chapter 1, Article B. “Operation of a Vehicle” is
hereby amended by deleting Section 8-1-19 “Vehicular operation on the beach or beach
accesses”, in its entirety and replacing it with a new Section 8-1-19 to state as follows:

“Sec. 8-1-19. Vehicular operation on the beach or beach accesses.

No person shall operate, or allow or cause to be operated, a vehicle, to
include electric-assist bicycles and any other mode of transportation that
is propelled by a motor or any other battery-assisted devices, including



but not limited to, battery-assisted motorized skateboards or battery-
assisted motorized mono-wheel skateboards, on the beach or beach
accesses except as provided in section 5-4-15(C)(5)(a) or section 8-2-17.

SECTION 4. That should any part of this Ordinance be held invalid by a Court
of competent jurisdiction, the remaining parts shall be severable therefrom and shall
continue to be in full force and effect.

SECTION 5. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting with the
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed insofar as the same affect this
Ordinance. 2

SECTION 6. That this Ordinance take effect and be in full force immediately.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF
ISLE OF PALMS, ON THE 27™ DAY OF JUNE 2023.
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Phillip Pounds, Mayor

(Seal)
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