
EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 2024-01 

AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING RESIDENTS NEAR BREACH INLET TO INST ALL A 

REVETMENT/SEA WALL FOR EMERGENCY EROSION CONTROL 

WHEREAS, emergency erosion conditions have and continue to occur on beaches facing 
the Atlantic Ocean between Breach Inlet and 10th A venue on Isle of Palms associated with 
Hurricane Idalia, coastal flooding, storm surge and subsequent king tides, wind and wave events; 

WHEREAS, due to Hurricane Idalia, South Carolina received an emergency declaration 
on August 31, 2023, and the Mayor of the City of Isle of Palms ("City") also declared a state of 
emergency due to Hurricane Idalia on the same day; 

WHEREAS, these conditions have and will continue to expose and create an imminent 
threat to the existing structures and critical infrastructure on front beach properties located within 
the City; 

WHEREAS, this continued imminent threat constitutes temporary emergency conditions 
that endanger the health, safety, welfare, resources, and property of residents of the coastal zone 
as well as the general population of the State of South Carolina; 

WHEREAS, the City received an emergency order from the South Carolina Department 
of Health and Environmental Control's Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management 
("OCRM") and approved an emergency contract to restore the dunes in the erosion area by 
scraping sand between 100 and 314 Ocean Blvd after Hurricane Idalia; 

WHEREAS, continued king high tides, northeastern winds, and increased wave sizes have 
kept water levels high and completely eroded the newly restored dune installed by the contractor; 

WHEREAS, the City received a new OCRM emergency order allowing another round of 
scraping in the affected area; 

WHEREAS, on December 17, 2023, a weather event with strong northeastern winds and 
record high tides caused significant erosion due to high tides, wind and waves; 

WHEREAS, these temporary emergency conditions are expected to be alleviated when 
the US Anny Corps of Engineers initiates a project in 2024 that will result in approximately 
550,000 cubic yards of sand being placed in this area and providing protection for public interests 
and the welfare and property of residents; 

WHEREAS, City Ordinance, Section 5-4-15, entitled "Beach Regulations," prohibits any 
seawalls, revetments, bulkheads, groins, rip-rap or any other hard erosion control structures to be 
situated in whole or in part landward of the critical area as defined in S.C. Code 1976, § 48-39-10, 





COUNTY, S.C." and duly recorded at the County RMC Office on February 16. 
1988, in Plat Book BQ, at Pages 111,112, and 113; 

(e) No revetment or seawall shall be constructed or altered without first obtaining
approval of the City and the issuance of a valid permit pursuant to the conditions
and limitations set forth in the Ordinance, and a copy of the issued permit shall be
in possession of anyone performing work associated with the seawall or revetment�

(f) Prior to obtaining a permit from the City, the Resident shall comply with all
applicable state and federal laws in procuring any additional permits required
prior to construction, including a National Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit and a Coastal Zone Consistency review from the State if
applicable.

(g) In the event of construction of any such seawall or revetment, it shall comply with
the requirements in the Ordinance and shall be the sole responsibility of the
property owner and contractor to use materials and construction techniques that
will minimize the possibility of damage or danger to other properties, public or
private, or to persons on the beach or adjacent properties. It shall be the
responsibility of the property owner to maintain such structures in a manner so as
to prevent their floating or washing away and endangering other persons or
property;

(h) Prior to the installation of any seawall or revetment, the Resident shall notify any
adjacent property owners in writing and copy Douglas Kerr, Deputy City
Administrator at dkerr@iop.net;

(i) Prior to the issuance of a permit from the City, the Resident shall first coordinate
with OCRM and have OCRM staff physically place markers on the Resident's
Property to confirm the then existing location of the critical area, as defined in S.C.
Code Ann § 48-39-10, and as solely determined by OCRM.

If OCRM staff determines that the critical area should be established using the
coordinates under the Data Download tab of OCRM's SC Beach front Jurisdictional
Lines viewer: https://gis.dhec.sc.gov/shoreline/, the Resident shall hire a surveyor
to physically place markers on OCRM's Setback Line.

G) The following are requirements for seawalls and revetments:

(I) seawalls and revetments shall be designed by a registered, qualified
engineer and include a certification from the engineer that the seawall or
revetment will not accelerate erosion or negatively impact adjacent or
down-drift lots and be designed/built to withstand a storm event;

(2) seawalls and revetments shall be installed entirely landward of the 
critical area markers placed by OCRM or the setback line marked by a 
surveyor, whichever is farther landward, on the Resident's property and 
shall not be installed more than twenty feet (20') seaward of the 
maximum building line;

(3) revetments shall be designed and installed with no greater than a 1 :2 
slope to reduce scour from adjacent properties;
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