
ORDINANCE 2007-14

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A STORMW ATER MANAGEMENT UTILITY FOR

THE PURPOSE OF PLANNING, DESIGNING, FUNDING, CONSTRUCTING AND
MAINTAINING STORMW ATER MANAGEMENT, SEDIMENT AND EROSION
CONTROL, AND FLOOD AND STORMW ATER DISCHARGE PROGRAMS, PROJECTS
AND FACILITIES, AND REVIEWING AND APPROVING STORMW ATER
MANAGEMENT AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLANS FOR LAND DISTURBING
ACTIVITIES, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
THEREOF.

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS OF

THE CITY OF ISLE OF PALMS, SOUTH CAROLINA, IN CITY COUNCIL ASSEMBLED:

SECTION 1 Findings.

A. The South Carolina General Assembly adopted The Stormwater Management and
Sediment Reduction Act (Act), South Carolina Code Annotated, Section 48-14-10 et seq. which
authorizes a local government to establish a storm water management utility and adopt a fee
system to help fund program administration, and the South Carolina Land Resources
Commission has promulgated comprehensive regulations under the Act which regulates
implementation of a Stormwater Management Utility.

B. The federal Clean Water Act, as amended by the Water Quality Act of 1987 (33
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), other amendments, and rules promulgated by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to the Clean Water Act and its amendments, has
placed increased requirements and emphasis on the role of local governments in developing,
implementing and funding stormwater management programs which address water quality
impacts of storm water runoff.

C. City Council desires to create and implement a comprehensive storm water
management program that is in compliance with state and federal laws, rules and regulations and
in the best interests of the citizens of the City oflsle of Palms and the economy, environment,
and water quality of the City.

D. The management of stormwater runoff and sediment in the City is necessary to
reduce pollution, siltation, sedimentation, flooding, inflow and infiltration of storm water into the
public sewer collection system and stream channel erosion, all of which impact adversely on the
land and water resources and the health, safety, property and general welfare of the citizens of
the City.

E. The City, the County of Charleston and the State of South Carolina maintain a
system of storm water management facilities in the City, including but not limited to, inlets,
conduits, manholes, channels, ditches, drainage easements, retention and detention basins,
infiltration facilities, and other components as well as natural waterways.

F. The stormwater management facilities and components of the City need to be
expanded, and additional stormwater management facilities and measures need to be
implemented and installed throughout the City.



G. There is a lack of resources of equipment, manpower, and funds in the City to
address storm water runoff in a comprehensive manner and within a defined time frame.

H. In the City there is current and anticipated growth which will contribute to the
need for a comprehensive stormwater management system.

1. The extent of use of the stormwater management system by each classification of

real property is dependent on a variety of factors that influence runoff, such as total area, land
use, intensity of development, amount of impervious surface, and location in a particular
watershed or basin.

1. Real property owners should finance the stormwater management system to the
extent they contribute to the need for the system and benefit from the system, and charges should
bear a reasonable relationship to the cost of the service.

K. A utility provides the most practical and appropriate means of properly delivering
stormwater management services and benefits throughout the City.

L. That it is in the best interests of the City to enter into inter-governmental

agreements with the County of Charleston for assistance from the County in implementing and
administrating the City's storm water utility and implementing, billing and collecting the City's
stormwater utility fees to provide effective, economical and efficient stormwater management.

SECTION 2. That the following Title 3, Chapter 3, Stormwater Regulations, Article A,
Stormwater Management Utility, is hereby adopted:

"Sec. 3-3-1 Article Designation and Authority. This Article may be cited as the Stormwater
Management Utility Ordinance and is adopted pursuant to South Carolina Code Annotated,
Sections 48-14-10 et seq.; Section 5-7-30; and South Carolina Code Annotated, Regulations 72
300, et seq. and Section 5-31-10, et seq.

Sec. 3-3-2 Definitions. Unless otherwise stated herein or the context specifically indicates

otherwise, the meaning of words and terms used in this Ordinance shall be as set forth in South
Carolina Code Annotated, Section 48-10-20 and South Carolina Code Annotated, Regulation 72
301.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have the
meaning ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meanmg:

"City" means the City of Isle of Palms, South Carolina.

"City Council" means the elected officials of the City ofIsle of Palms, South Carolina.

"City Administrator" means the city administrator of the City.

"Equivalent Residential Unit" means a unit of measure which relates a typical single
family residential property to all other properties.
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