
BEACHES
MARKETING
PLAN

How Explore Charleston Works For You 



Our Rich History of Success - Overnight Visitors Created

IOP + CVB Leadership Involvement

What Have We Done for You Lately

Advertising

Website

Publications

Social Media

TODAY WE WANT TO COVER

Explore Charleston 2021

Wild Dunes Resort's Investment and Commitment

Our Media Relations Success 

Our Plan for 2021

Group Sales -The Difference for The Future

Our Commitment to You



State Accommodations Tax, County Accommodations Tax, Municipal Accommodations Tax, 

Beach Renourishment Fee, Hospitality Tax     (78% growth since 2014.)

ISLE OF PALMS TOURISM REVENUES TRAJECTORY
What funds are our visitors providing to Isle of Palms?

 



CITY OF ISLE OF PALMS

 

WILD DUNES REVENUE & TAXES

jul 2018 - jun 2019



10.3%

89.7%

ISLE OF PALMS
TOURISM

REVENUES 
2020

$4,737,891 2020 OVERALL COLLECTIONS

10.3% INVESTED IN MARKETING
 



PAST LEADERSHIP INVOLVEMENT 



Some of Our IOP Members

Beachside
Vacations,
LLC

Member Since

2011

Ben &
Jerry's Isle
of Palms

Member Since

2019

Dunes
Properties -
Isle of
Palms/Wild
Dunes

Member Since

2006

East Islands
Rentals,  Inc.

Member Since

1998

Exclusive
Properties

Member Since

2014

Island
Realty -
Vacation
Rentals

Member Since

1988

Island Surf
Company

Member Since

2015

Isle of
Palms
County Park

Member Since

1988

Seaside Inn

Member Since

2002

The Palms
Oceanfront
Hotel

Member Since

2002

Wild Dunes
Resort

Member Since

1986
202 YEARS
of combined partnerships



MEMBERSHIP

$166k
YOUR IOP PRIVATE SECTOR SEES
VALUE IN EXPLORE CHARLESTON.



WHAT HAVE
WE DONE
FOR YOU

LATELY

EXPLORE CHARLESTON - 2021

ADVERTISING

PUBLICATIONS

WEBSITE 

SOCIAL MEDIA

How are we creating an
overnight visitor when IOP

needs it the most?



WEBSITE EXCLUSIVITY

Website Specific to Beach Promotion

CharlestonAreaBeaches.com

PRINT + DIGITAL

Creative Specific to Beach Promotion



Official Charleston Area Guides with

Dedicated Beach Content

PUBLICATIONS

Visitor Guide | 600,000 circulation

Wedding Guide | 20,000 circulation
Destination Planning Guide | 1,500 circulation

SOCIAL MEDIA 

136k followers

298k followers

50.3k followers

Posts Specific to Beach Promotions

https://www.instagram.com/explorecharleston/followers/
https://www.instagram.com/explorecharleston/followers/


WINTER
Afar - spread $50,000

Traditional Home - full page $bonus page

Midwest Living -spread $64,000

AAA Go - spread $20,000

AAA Living - spread $9,800

AAA Living - spread $7,600

Heart of North Carolina Weddings - spread$6,550

Food Network - full Page$50,000

Town & Country - 3 full-page ads $part of media's buy

WNC - full page$1,750

Signature: The Travel Magazine - 1-page feature$10,000

SC Vacation Guide - 1/2 page$7,225

Grace Ormond Wedding  - spread $20,000

WNC - full Page$1,750

Your AAA - full page $7,933

Midwest Living - spread $64,000

Better Homes & Gardens - spread $175,000

Smithsonian - spread $75,000.
Garden & Gun - spread $50,000

Sinclair (broadcast and OTT) - $87,500

FALL
Traditional Home - full page $bonus page

Smithsonian - spread $75,000

Coastal Living - full page $bonus page

Bon Appetit -spread $75,000

Your AAA - full page $7,933

Garden & Gun - spread $58,835

Southern Living - spread $156,000

Better Homes & Gardens - spread $175,000

Conde Nast Traveler - spread $65,000

Afar - spread $50,000.00

AAA World - full page $12,500.00

Food Network - spread + 6 page booklet $337,079

Midwest Living - spread $64,000.00

WNC - spread $1,750

Food & Wine - full page $57,600

Travel + Leisure - gatefold $230,000

Garden & Gun - spread $58,835

Southern Living -spread $156,000

Better Homes & Gardens - spread $175,000

Afar - spread $50,000

Traditional Home - full page $bonus page

Midwest Living -spread $64,000

AAA Go - spread $20,000

AAA Living - spread $9,800
AAA Living - spread $7,600
Travel Click (GDS) - $25,000

Sinclair (broadcast and OTT) - $87,500

SPRING
Signature: The Travel Magazine - 2-page $20,000

Midwest Living -full page $32,000

AAA World - full Page (eastern) $12,500

AAA World - full Page (central regions) $8,800
Afar - full page $25,000

WNC - full page $1,750

Smithsonian - spread $75,000
Afar - spread $bonus page
Travel Click (GDS) - $25,000

Sinclair (broadcast and OTT) - $87,500

ADVERTISING SCHEDULE

SUMMER
Afar - spread - $50,000
WNC - full page - $1,750

Sinclair (broadcast and OTT) - $87,500

PLACEMENTS SO FAR THIS YEAR



PRINT ADVERTISING



PRINT ADVERTISING



PRINT ADVERTISING



PRINT ADVERTISING



PRINT ADVERTISING



DIGITAL ADVERTISING



$1.5m
DEDICATED BEACHES
ADVERTISING SPEND

MARKETING & ADVERTISING



TOP 8 IOP
BUSINESSES

FY 20/21

ISLAND REALTY

BEACHSIDE VACATIONS

WILD DUNES RESORT

THE PALMS OCEANFRONT HOTEL

SEASIDE INN

CHARLESTON COAST VACATIONS

EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES

EAST ISLAND RENTALS

146k
TOTAL UNIQUE VIEWS ON

EXPLORECHARLESTON.COM



CHARLESTONAREABEACHES.COM



CHARLESTONAREABEACHES.COM
8 of the top 10 most trafficked businesses are located on Isle of Palms

Dunes Properties IOP       9,106 visits

Wild Dunes Resort            6,890 visits

Beachside Vacations        6,824 visits

East Islands Real Estate 6,013 visits

Exclusive Properties IOP  6,410 visits

Island Realty Rentals       5,256 visits

Island Realty                   18,485 visits

Beachside Vacations       12,853 visits

July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021



PUBLICATIONS



PUBLICATIONS



LOCAL GUIDES + CAMPAIGNS HOSTED ON EXPLORECHARLESTON.COM + PROMOTED VIA SOCIAL MEDIA
CREATING THE DESIRE TO VISIT ISLE OF PALMS

White Glove

Treatment

Chris - The Naturalist:

IOP is one of his top

picks

Kim - The

Photographer: beach

focus, features IOP,

Morgan Creek Grill

https://www.charlestoncvb.com/local-guides/kim/
https://www.charlestoncvb.com/local-guides/kim/


BLOG POSTS

9 Perfect Spots to Catch a Charleston Sunset

What’s New in Charleston This Summer

13 Cool Spots to Drink Frosé in Charleston

The Best Mac & Cheese in Charleston

Charleston Beach Bucket List

Charleston Beach Dining Guide

12 Fun Summer Date Ideas in Charleston

5 Historic Photos of Charleston’s Beautiful Beach Towns

A Health Enthusiast’s Guide to the Perfect Day in Charleston

Top 12 Cool Pools of Charleston

Top 17 Spots for Steak in Charleston

5 of the Happiest Seaside Towns in America

7 Best Beach Hotels in Charleston - features 3 IOP hotels

9 Best Sunset Spots in Charleston

14 Spots to Get Your 10,000 Steps in Charleston

19 of Charleston’s Most Beautiful Parks

Top 20 Golf Courses in the Lowcountry

Top 17 Charleston Hotels to Catch a Stunning Sunrise or Sunset

Top 11 Spa Experiences in Charleston

Your #1 Favorite Thing To Do in Charleston Is…

10 Restaurants With Amazing Sunset Views in Charleston

https://www.charlestoncvb.com/blog/5-of-the-happiest-seaside-towns-in-america
https://www.charlestoncvb.com/blog/outdoor-activities-charleston


BLOG POSTS

https://www.charlestoncvb.com/blog/outer-banks-filming-locations-in-charleston
https://www.charlestoncvb.com/blog/10-incredible-views-youll-only-see-in-charleston


INSTAGRAM + FACEBOOK FEATURES

July 2021: IOP

June 2021: Wild Dunes

January 2021: Wild Dunes

October 2020: IOP

September 2020: IOP

August 2020: Wild Dunes

August 2020: IOP

July 2020: Wild Dunes

June 2020: Wild Dunes

June 2020: IOP

May 2020: IOP in 

Comeback Campaign

May 2020: Wild Dunes

#TimelapseTuesday

May 2020: Wild Dunes

April 2020: IOP

October 2019: Wild Dunes

August 2019: IOP

August 2019: Wild Dunes

May 2019: IOP

May 2019: Palms Oceanfront Hotel

April 2019: Wild Dunes

October 2018: Morgan Creek Grill

August 2018: Morgan Creek Grill

June 2018: Wild Dunes

June 2018: Wild Dunes



EXPLORECHARLESTON.COM ITINERARIES | FEATURED ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

Day One features

 IOP + Wild Dunes +

Morgan Creek Grill

57.2k sessions

Wild Dunes mention

for Check-In + IOP

mention for 

Exciting Excursions

399.6k sessions

 IOP mentioned in

Where to Beach

recommendations 

13.5K sessions

 Isle of Palms

Featured

10.3K sessions

https://www.charlestoncvb.com/itineraries/islands/
https://www.charlestoncvb.com/itineraries/first-timers-guide/
https://www.charlestoncvb.com/itineraries/pet-friendly-getaway/
https://www.charlestoncvb.com/itineraries/pet-friendly-getaway/


SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS



The Times & The Sunday Times (Wild Dunes

Resort, Coastal Expeditions) 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution & AJC.com

(Wild Dunes Resort)

DailyMail.CO.UK (Wild Dunes Resort)

PureWow.com (Wild Dunes Resort)

SpaTravelGirl.com (Wild Dunes Resort)

10Best.com (Wild Dunes Resort)

Where to Retire (Isle of Palms)

WashingtonPost.com & The Washington Post

(Wild Dunes Resort, Isle of Palms)

M E D I A  R E F E R R A L S

Forbes.com (Wild Dunes Resort)

ChicagoTribue.com (Coastal Provisions)

GoWorldTravel.com (Wild Dunes Resort)

Travelocity.com (Wild Dunes Resort)

Shape (Wild Dunes Resort)

FamilyTraveller.com (Wild Dunes Resort)

TickledPeach.com (Wild Dunes Resort)

Richmond Family Magazine (Wild Dunes Resort)

Carolina Parent (Wild Dunes Resort)

Coastal Living (Wild Dunes Resort)



Cercone Brown Media Fam: 

(Wild Dunes Resort, Coastal Expeditions)

Travel + Leisure (media visit)

Forbes.com (media visit)

Vogue.com (media visit)

Shape.com (media visit)

Brit+Co.com (media visit)

CNTraveler.com (media visit)

CountryLiving.com (media visit)

Forbes.com (media visit) 

WellAndGood.com (media visit)

M E D I A  R E F E R R A L S

Forbes.com (Wild Dunes Resort, Coastal

Expeditions, Coconut Joe’s)

Travelocity.com (Coastal Expeditions) 

Women’s Health (Barrier Island Eco Tours)

AFAR.com (Wild Dunes, Isle of Palms)

SouthernLiving.com 

(Wild Dunes Resort, Isle of Palms)

CNTraveler.com (Wild Dunes Resort, Barrier Island

Eco Tours, Coastal Expeditions)

 



What Our Publishing Partners Say

Condé Nast Traveler 

Readers’ Choice Awards

Kiawah Island & Isle of Palms,

Best US Islands for Family

Vacations
 

Southern Living

South’s Best Awards

The City of Isle of Palms was

voted No. 10 “South’s Best

Beach Towns” 

Travel + Leisure

travelandleisure.com

The City of Isle of Palms was

named among “The Best Small

Beach Towns for People Who

Want to Escape the Crowds” 

https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/beach-vacations/small-beach-towns-to-visit-this-summer


EDITORIAL MENTIONS

* Denotes that Explore Charleston assisted in the production of this article.

January 2020

* Charleston was featured in the article “What to Do on Your Day Trip to Charleston With Kids” on ValueMindedMama.com (unique monthly visitors: 350,239). The article mentioned the City of

Folly Beach, Rita's Seaside Grille, Pier 101, Town of Sullivan's Island, Fort Moultrie, City of Isle of Palms, Acme Lowcountry Kitchen, Children's Museum of the Lowcountry, Charleston City Market,

Home Team BBQ, Taco Boy and Magnolia Plantation and Gardens.

* Charleston was featured in the article “Charleston, South Carolina” on BJTOnline.com (unique monthly visitors: 21,094). The article mentioned St. Michael's Episcopal Church, St. Matthew's

Lutheran Church, Fort Sumter National Monument, Bulldog Tours, The Charleston Museum, Edmondston-Alston House, Charleston City Market, Magnolia Plantation and Gardens, Charleston

International Airport, City of Folly Beach, Town of Kiawah Island, Wild Dunes Resort, City of Isle of Palms, Belmond Charleston Place Hotel, Hotel Bennett, Cambria Charleston Riverview,

Charleston Grill, Husk and Nico “Oyster + Seafood”.

February 2020

Charleston was featured in the article “Getting Around Charleston: A Guide to Public Transportation” on TripSavvy.com (unique monthly visitors: 4,493,017). The article mentioned South Carolina

Aquarium, The Charleston Museum, Charleston City Market, College of Charleston, City of Isle of Palms, City of North Charleston and Town of Mount Pleasant.

* Wild Dunes Resort and Kiawah Island Golf Resort were named among “9 Best Beach Resorts in South Carolina” on FamilyVacationCritic.com (unique monthly visitors: 288,274). 

March 2020

* The City of Isle of Palms was named among “12 Best Last-Minute Spring Break Ideas” on ReadersDigest.com (unique monthly visitors: 2,679,659). The article mentioned Wild Dunes Resort. 

Charleston was named among “The Top Mother’s Day Getaway Ideas & Luxury Hotels Nearby” on Blog.HotelsCombined.com (unique monthly visitors: 36,861). The article mentioned Miller's All

Day, Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art, Gibbes Museum of Art, City of Folly Beach, City of Isle of Palms, Town of Sullivan’s Island, The Vendue Hotel, The Rooftop and Revival. 

The City of Isle of Palms was voted No. 9 “South’s Best Beach Town” in the 2020 Southern Living South’s Best Awards. The article mentioned Wild Dunes Resort. The news was shared on

SouthernLiving.com (unique monthly visitors: 5,540,000).

* Charleston and City of Isle of Palms were named among “7 Best City-To-Sea Getaways” on FamilyVacationCritic.com (unique monthly visitors: 288,274). The article mentioned South Carolina

Aquarium, Children's Museum of the Lowcountry and Wild Dunes Resort. 



EDITORIAL MENTIONS

* Denotes that Explore Charleston assisted in the production of this article.

April 2020

Charleston was named among “25 Best Honeymoon Destinations in the USA (For All Couple Styles!)” on OurEscapeClause.com (unique monthly visitors: 36,088). The article mentioned City of Folly Beach,

Town of Sullivan's Island and City of Isle of Palms. 

Charleston City Market, The Restoration Hotel, The Darling Oyster Bar, 5Church and Wild Dunes Resort were mentioned in the article “Why This Train Route From New York to Miami Should Be Your Next

Adventure” on TravelandLeisure.com (unique monthly visitors: 6,600,000).

May 2020 

* Charleston was featured in the article “Visiting Charleston on a Genuine ‘Sandlapper’ Vacation” on TheEpochTimes.com (unique monthly visitors: 2,091,130). The article mentioned Spoleto Festival USA,

Zero Restaurant + Bar, Peninsula Grill, Palmetto Cafe, Belmond Charleston Place Hotel, Tommy Condon's Irish Pub, The Dock Street Theatre, College of Charleston, Nathaniel Russell House,  Aiken-Rhett

House, Heyward Washington House, Calhoun Mansion, Middleton Place, Drayton Hall, Town of Sullivan's Island, Fort Moultrie, City of Isle of Palms, Wild Dunes Links Course, Town of Kiawah Island, Kiawah

Island Golf Resort, City of Folly Beach, Lowlife Bar, BLU Beach Bar & Grill, Pier 101, Town of Seabrook Island, Seabrook Island Club and Magnolia's Uptown Down South.

July 2020

* Charleston was featured in the article “The Best Beaches for a Day Trip From Charleston” on Thrillist.com (unique monthly visitors: 10,090,000). The article mentioned Town of Sullivan’s Island, City of Folly

Beach, City of Isle of Palms, Fort Moultrie, Wild Dunes Resort, The Washout, Lowlife Bar, Bulls Island Ferry, Morris Island Lighthouse, Flipper Finders Boat & Sea Kayak Tour Co. and Beachwalker Park. 

Wild Dunes Resort was featured in the article “Travel Trending With Kathy Witt: South Carolina's Wild Dunes Resort a Relaxing Refuge Amidst Pandemic” on ArcaMax.com (unique monthly visitors: 219,681).

The article mentioned Beachside Burgers, Hudson's Market, Coastal Provisions, Wild Dunes Links Course and Wild Dunes Harbor Course.

October 2020

Kiawah Island and Isle of Palms were voted among the “Top Islands in the U.S.” in Condé Nast Traveler’s 2020 Readers’ Choice Awards. The news was shared on CNTraveler.com (unique monthly visitors:

2,850,000). 

December 2020

Charleston was named among the “The Friendliest Cities in the U.S.: 2020 Readers' Choice Awards” on CNTraveler.com (unique monthly visitors: 2,960,000). The article mentioned Fort Sumter National

Monument, Town of Kiawah Island and City of Isle of Palms.

City of Isle of Palms was mentioned in the article “Read ‘The Haunting on Palm Court’ for Spooky Vibes this Winter” on PR.com (unique monthly visitors: 59,370). 

https://www.cntraveler.com/galleries/2013-10-15/best-islands-america
https://www.cntraveler.com/galleries/2015-08-11/the-2015-friendliest-and-unfriendliest-cities-in-the-us
https://www.pr.com/press-release/822431


EDITORIAL MENTIONS

* Denotes that Explore Charleston assisted in the production of this article.

February 2021

* City of Isle of Palms, Charleston and Wild Dunes Resort were mentioned in the article “Cincinnati Celebs Reveal Their Favorite Happy Places!” on JetWithJay.com (unique monthly visitors: 20,000). 

* City of Isle of Palms, Charleston and Wild Dunes Resort were mentioned in the article “Cincinnati Celebs Reveal Their Favorite Happy Places!” on JetWithJay.com (unique monthly visitors: 20,000). 

March 2021

Charleston was featured in the article “The Best Beaches in Charleston for a Little R&R” on CNTraveler.com (unique monthly visitors: 2,920,000). The article mentioned Beachwalker Park, Town of Kiawah

Island, City of Folly Beach, City of Isle of Palms, Town of Sullivan’s Island, City of Charleston and Home Team BBQ. The news was shared on Yahoo.com (unique monthly visitors: 3,350,000,000).

Charleston was featured in the article “14 Best Free Things To Do in Charleston, S.C.” on LonelyPlanet.com (unique monthly visitors: 4,800,000). The article mentioned Charleston City Market, City of Folly

Beach, Town of Sullivan's Island, City of Isle of Palms, Saint John's Lutheran Church, St. Philip’s Church, Charleston Tea Garden, Cooper River Bridge Run, College of Charleston, White Point Gardens, Fort

Sumter National Monument, Charleston Gallery Association and Waterfront Park. 

City of Isle of Palms was named among “Best Places To Live on the Coast 2021” in Journal Star (circulation: 51,479). 

April 2021

City of Folly Beach, City of Isle of Palms and Town of Sullivan's Island were named among “Coastal South's Greatest Beaches” in South (circulation: 20,000).

Town of Kiawah Island, City of Isle of Palms and City of Folly Beach were named among “Best Beaches in South Carolina” on HGTV.com (unique monthly visitors: 11,710,000). The article mentioned Wild

Dunes Resort and The Crab Shacks. 

City of Isle of Palms was named among “Best Places To Live on the Coast 2021” in Coastal Living (circulation: 663,842). The article mentioned City of Charleston and Town of Mount Pleasant. 

May 2021

Charleston was featured in the article “The Ultimate Guide To Getting Married in Charleston” on SouthernLiving.com (unique monthly visitors: 8,410,000). The article mentioned The Vendue Hotel, The

Rooftop, Poogan's Porch, William Aiken House, American Theater, South Carolina Aquarium, Governor Thomas Bennett House, The Gadsden House, Lowndes Grove, White Point Gardens, Cypress

Gardens, The Carolina Girl, The Tides at Folly Beach, City of Isle of Palms, Town of Sullivan's Island, Hill & Co. Creative, Tara Guérard Soirée, Maddison Row South, Tiger Lily Weddings, Loluma, Salthouse

Catering, Flowerchild, Chugalug Wagon, The Bluestone Ramblers, High Wire Distilling, Deep Water Vineyard, Christophe Artisan Chocolatier-Patissier, Charleston City Market, Gibbes Museum of Art,

Middleton Place, Whirlin' Waters Adventure Waterpark, Fort Sumter National Monument and City of Folly Beach. The news was shared on Yahoo.com (unique monthly visitors: 3,550,000,000). 

https://jetwithjay.cvgairport.com/cincinnati-celebs-reveal-their-favorite-happy-places/
https://jetwithjay.cvgairport.com/cincinnati-celebs-reveal-their-favorite-happy-places/
https://www.cntraveler.com/gallery/best-beaches-in-charleston?mbid=synd_yahoo_rss
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/9-best-beaches-charleston-222714043.html
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/top-free-things-to-do-in-charleston
https://www.hgtv.com/lifestyle/travel/best-beaches-in-south-carolina
https://www.southernliving.com/weddings/how-to-get-married-in-charleston-sc
https://news.yahoo.com/ultimate-guide-getting-married-charleston-144731044.html


EDITORIAL MENTIONS

* Denotes that Explore Charleston assisted in the production of this article.

June 2021

Charleston was featured in the article “Top 11 Things To Do While Visiting Charleston, South Carolina” on TravelOffPath.com (unique monthly visitors: 877,120). The article mentioned City of Folly

Beach, City of Isle of Palms, Town of Sullivan’s Island, Town of Kiawah Island, FIG, Boone Hall Plantation, Charleston City Market, Waterfront Park, Rodney Scott’s BBQ, The Ordinary, The Charleston

Museum, Gibbes Museum of Art and College of Charleston. 

Beachwalker Park and City of Isle of Palms were named among “The 50 Best Beaches for Summer” on TravelPulse.com (unique monthly visitors: 1,600,000). The news was shared on MSN.com (unique

monthly visitors: 1,600,000).

Charleston was featured in the article “Everything You Need To Know About Beach Parking (and Where To Find It) In Charleston” on TheState.com (unique monthly visitors: 1,690,000). The article

mentioned City of Folly Beach, Folly Beach County Park, The Washout, Town of Kiawah Island, 2021 PGA Championship, Beachwalker Park, City of Isle of Palms, Isle of Palms County Park, Town of

Mount Pleasant, Wild Dunes Resort, Town of Sullivan’s Island, Town of Seabrook Island and Fort Moultrie. The news was shared on Yahoo.com (unique monthly visitors: 3,550,000,000). 

Town of Sullivan’s Island, Town of Mount Pleasant, Town of Kiawah Island, City of Folly Beach, College of Charleston and City of Isle of Palms were mentioned in the article “What's the Best Beach in

SC? Here's What the Locals Will Tell You.” on HickoryRecord.com (unique monthly visitors: 420,190). 

Charleston was featured in the article “Charleston's Southern Charm” in Newsmax (circulation: 125,618). The article mentioned Spoleto Festival USA, Bulldog Tours, Town of Sullivan’s Island, City of Isle

of Palms, The Angel Oak Tree, Emeline, Frannie and The Fox, Kings Courtyard Inn, Drayton Hall, Husk, Circa 1886, The Park Cafe and Butcher & Bee. 

July 2021

Charleston was featured in the article “Best Neighborhoods To Explore in Charleston” on LonelyPlanet.com (unique monthly visitors: 4,330,000). The article mentioned The Dock Street Theatre, Town

of Mount Pleasant, Marina Variety Store & Restaurant, The Rooftop, Waterfront Park, Charleston RiverDogs, The Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina, Edmund's Oast, City of Folly Beach,

Morris Island Lighthouse, Town of Sullivan's Island, Fort Moultrie, City of Isle of Palms, Wild Dunes Resort, Town of Kiawah Island, The Sanctuary at Kiawah Island Golf Resort, Beachwalker Park and

Patriots Point Naval & Maritime Museum. 

Charleston was featured in the article “Road Trips at the Ready: Our Guide To Enjoying Charleston’s Food, Sights and Hotels” on CharlotteObserver.com (unique monthly visitors: 2,800,000). The article

mentioned 20 South Battery, Grand Bohemian Hotel Charleston, The Dewberry, The Vendue Hotel, The Rooftop, Zero George, Butcher & Bee, The Darling Oyster Bar, Fleet Landing Restaurant, Halls

Chophouse, Republic Garden & Lounge, Fort Sumter National Monument, City of Folly Beach, City of Isle of Palms, Town of Kiawah Island, Town of Seabrook Island, Waterfront Park, Old South

Carriage Company, Palmetto Carriage Works, The Angel Oak Tree, Charleston City Market, Old Slave Mart Museum, Magnolia Plantation and Gardens and Bulldog Tours. The news was shared on

Yahoo.com (unique monthly visitors: 3,620,000,000). 

https://www.traveloffpath.com/top-11-things-to-do-while-visiting-charleston-south-carolina/
https://www.travelpulse.com/gallery/destinations/the-50-best-beaches-for-summer.html?image=22
https://www.msn.com/en-us/travel/tripideas/the-50-best-beaches-for-summer/ss-AAKKQjo?li=BBnbklE&srcref=rss
https://www.thestate.com/news/charleston/article251667148.html
https://news.yahoo.com/everything-know-beach-parking-where-154140180.html
https://hickoryrecord.com/news/state-and-regional/whats-the-best-beach-in-sc-heres-what-the-locals-will-tell-you/article_00ea7495-de68-50f8-af25-fe2e0adb51aa.html
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/best-neighborhoods-in-charleston
https://www.charlotteobserver.com/charlottefive/c5-travel/article252278428.html
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainment/road-trips-ready-guide-enjoying-100000563.html


YOUR BEST
FACE
FORWARD

Positioning IOP as the closest beach in

proximity to Charleston with -  a business

district, restaurants, health care services,

golf, tennis, luxury gated community,

marina, and public beach access

M O N T H L Y  F O C U S



$867M
TOTAL VALUE COMPLEMENTING 
PAID ADVERTISING

MEDIA RELATIONS

One of the services Explore
Charleston does best!



  
WHY DOES GROUP SALES  

MATTER TO IOP?



TALKING THE TALK

Tradeshows

 

Promotions

 

Site Visits

 

CONTINUE TO DEVELOP TARGETED ACTION PLANS THAT FOCUS ON GROWING GROUP BUSINESS FOR IOP DURING MID-WEEK AND OFF-PEAK PERIODS.
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$365k
I N V E S T M E N T  T O  T H E  S U C C E S S  O F  I O P  
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E X P L O R E  C H A R L E S T O N  H A S  1 2
F U L L  T I M E  S A L E S  T E A M  M E M B E R S

A N D  W I L L  S P E N D



WHY
PARTNERSHIPS
MATTER...
Explore Charleston's
UNIQUE Capabil it ies



SUPPORTING LOCAL
GOVERNMENT



CRISIS

MANAGEMENT

evacuation

management

 handling visitor

needs and

answering questions

emergency reserve

fund dollars



QUALITY
OVER

QUANTITY

Increase visitor

spend, not visitor

numbers



TOP BILLING 

EC positions IOP as

Charleston’s closest

island with upscale

overnight

accommodations

designed for families,

groups & conferences

Targeting out-of-state

OVERNIGHT guests

with a household

income of $100k+

Y E A R S  I N  T H E  M A K I N G



VALUE ADDED 

Positioned in

association with

Charleston - top travel

accolade recipient

Leveraging the

resources of $21million

organization

CVB is experienced

with selling against the

comp set of Hilton

Head, Myrtle Beach,

Amelia Island, and

Outer Banks



FUFILLMENT

85,009

ExploreCharleston.com

Interactions with IOP

Businesses 

(Source: Google Analytics 8/1/2020 - 7/31/2021)



FULL-TIME DEDICATED STAFF 

55 full-time employees

DEDICATED to ONE

ACCOUNT (the

Charleston metro area)

Experienced leaders in

Marketing, Sales, Media

Relations, & Crisis

Management

Promotional events

Existing marketing

partnerships (airlines,

SCPRT, etc)

ESTABLISHED

relationships with the

media, influencers, &

corporate organizations 

 



OUR
COMMITMENT
TO YOU

Positioning IOP as a top affluent travel

destination 

Maintain visitation levels and position

the IOP for sustained future growth

Providing monthly plans and

promises that we’re making yearly



ENDING ON A

STRONG NOTE

 

We expect the year
to end on a strong
note as we have a
lot more business
on the books now
than we did on the

same date last year!



EXPLORE CHARLESTON 
WORKS FOR YOU!

Helen Hill

CEO

Explore Charleston

Perrin Lawson

Deputy Director / VP,

Business Development

Explore Charleston

Frank Fredericks 

Past Chairman

Explore Charleston

Dan Battista

Senior VP & Southeast

Regional Leader

LOWE

 



HOW TO
REACH US

843-853-8000

PHONE NUMBER

hhill@explorecharleston.com

EMAIL 

375 Meeting Street

CHARLESTON AREA
VISITOR CENTER



THANK YOU FOR
YOUR TIME

 


