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ISLE OF PALMS POLICE DEPARTMENT

THOMAS E.BUCKHANNON,HI

CHIEF OF POLiCE

1207 PALM BOULEVARD

POST OFHCE DRAWER 508

1SLE OF PALMS,SOUTH CAROLINA 29451

(843)886,6522  FAX(843)886-8005

To:  MAYOR CRONIN,CITY COUNCIL,and ADMINISTRATOR TUCKER

From:CHIEF BUCKHANNON

Subj.: MONTHLY REPORT for SEPTEMBER 2009

Date: OCTOBER 4,2009

The following is a synopsis of some of the activities of the Isle of Palms Police

Department during the month of September.

Patrol

September 2,2009 At approximately I A.M., an officer on patrol stopped to speak

with a male subject operating a bicycle on Palm Boulevard without lights. While the

officer spoke to the subject he determined that the subject was in possession of a quantity

of marijuana. He was charged with Simple Possession of Marijuana and NRVC for an

unpaid traffic ticket.

September 3,2009 An offrcer on patrol stopped a vehicle on Palm Boulevard for

speeding and while speaking to the driver determined that he had no license in his

possession and it was. suspended for not paying a previously issued ticket. The driver was

charged with DUS 3'o offense, Habitual Offender, Speeding, and NRVC.

September 6,2009 Officers responded to a Charleston Boulevard residence where a

citizencalling 911 reported a woman that had been stabbed in the neck and a male

holding down another male in the front yard. The first officer to arrive was told that the

male being detained had stabbed the female that was lying on the ground approximately

20 feet away, and advised the victim and the suspect are married but legally separated.

The officer immediately placed the suspect in handcuffs and placed him in his vehicle.

He then retrieved a black tactical knife that had been lying on the ground near the

suspect. First Responders from the fire department arrived and treated the victim until

EMS arrived and transported her to MUSC Trauma Unit in Charleston. The victim

sustained stab wounds to her back, neck and face. Officers protected the crime scene and

obtained statements from witnesses. Investigators were notified and responded to the



residence to process the scene, to the hospital, and to headquarters to meet with the

suspect. Theiuspect was charged with Assault andBattery with the Intent to Kill and

transported to the Detention Center. He appeared before a Magistrate on 9-7-09 and was

placed on a $100,000 bond.

September 7,2009 A vehicle was stopped on Palm Boulevard for an equipment

violation and while running a computer check of the drivers license it was determined

that the license was suspended. The driver was charged with DUS and NRVC for an

unpaid traffic ticket. A passenger in the vehicle was allowed to drive the vehicle from the

atea.

September g,2009 Just after 2 A.M., an officer on patrol observed a vehicle on the

Connector weaving in and out of the lane of traffic. Once the vehicle was stopped the

officer detected an odor of alcohol from within the vehicle and investigated. A female

passenger was taken into custody for having two unpaid traffic tickets, and was charged

with NRVC 2 counts. The driver was observed attempting to hide something under his

seat and was taken into custody for possession of a quantity of marijuana located on his

person. He was charged with dimpli Possession of Mariju ana 4'h offense.

September Il,2009 A resident of Sparrow Drive reported that over a period of time,

shi trad over $90,000 worth of checks forged against her bank account. A checkbook was

missing, and all forged checks were written from the missing checkbook. An Investigator

has been assigned to the case.

September 11,2009 Just before midnight, an officer on patrol in Wild Dunes attempted

to itop a golf cart as it made a right turn onto Morgan Place Drive and when it did not

stop, ihe offi."t momentarily pulled up next to the vehicle and verbally told him to pull

over. The cart went onto the green of the nearby gold course, where the operator jumped

from the cart allowing it to roll into a pond. Located in the cart were a telephone, wallet,

and garage door opener. A computer check of the license found in the wallet indicated

that the driver was under suspension in North Carolina for DUI. The cart was towed from

the pond. An Arrest Warrant was prepared for the subject, since the officer was able to

verify his identity by the photo on the license. The following evening the subject came to

police headquarters and tried to report that the golf cart had been stolen. He eventually

admitted that it was not stolen and he had been the one driving the golf cart. He was

taken into custody charged with Failure to Stop for a Blue Light and Siren, DUS, and

False Information to a Police Officer.

September 12,2009 Just before midnight officers responded to an overturned vehicle

.oilirion, car vs. tree on JC Long Boulevard. After first aid was administered to the driver

for a laceration, he was administered several Field Sobriety Tests, which he failed. He

was transported to headquarters for a Datamaster Test that he refused. He was charged

with DUI and transported to the Detention Center.



September 15,2009 An officer responded to ahazardous material spill of gasoline at

the gas station on Palm Boulevard and directed traffic while fire department personnel

cleaned up the spill.

September 18, 2009 An employee of the local grocery store observed a pickup truck

leaving the parking lot of his business and noticed that the truck had two beer carts in the

truck that belonged to a local beer distributor. The employee followed the truck and

called the police to advise them of the possible theft. The truck attempted to evade the

employee 6y turning into a neighborhood. An officer located the truck and determined

ttrai ttrl subject driving had stolen two beer carts worth $600 from the store. The subject

was arrested and charged with two counts of Petit Larceny and Simple Possession of

Marijuana for marijuana found in his pocket when arrested.

September 19,2009 Just after 2 A.M., an officer on patrol observed an oncoming

u.hi.l. cross over into the officers lane of traffic. The officer turned around on the

vehicle then observed it enter a residential neighborhood running through several stop

signs then drive over a railroad tie attempting to evade the officer. The vehicle stopped

abruptly then placed the ignition keys on the roof of the vehicle. The driver was taken

into iuitody, iharged with Reckless Driving, No Proof of Ownership, and Failure to

Change Address.

September 20,2009 An offrcer on patrol observed a vehicle turn into the opposing lane

of traffic and immediately overcoffect. The officer stopped the vehicle to investigate and

while approaching the vehicle observed the female driver holding a debit card out of the

window as though she were presenting her drivers license. The officer detected an odor

of alcohol and requested that the driver submit to several Field Sobriety Tests, which she

failed. She was transported to headquarters and administered a Datamaster Test, which

registered a .15%o level of alcohol. The driver was charged with DUI and transported to

the Detention Center.

September 22,2009 At approximately 2:30 A.M', an officer on patrol observed a

speeding vehicle on the Connector, and noted that the speed of the vehicle increased to 84

miles per hour. Once the vehicle was stopped the officer immediately detected an odor of

alcohol. The driver submitted to several Field Sobriety Tests, which he failed and was

transported to headquarters to be administered a Datamaster Test. After the twenty-

minute observation period the driver refused to provide a sample. He was charged with

DUI, Open Container, and Failure to obtain a SC DL.

September 22,2009 An officer on the Connector stopped to speak with a male subject

*ulking barefoot on the shoulder of the road. The subject made several confusing

statements and said that he was looking for his vehicle. The subject's parents who live in

Myrtle Beach were notified and stated that the subject has a history of mental illness. For

the safety of the subject he was taken into Emergency Protective Custody and transported

to a local hospital for observation.



September 25,2009 Officers responded to a residence on 30tn Avenue, where a subject

who resides there was observed to be placing personal belongings out on the street. That

person had allowed a roommates common-law husband to come and stay in her

apartment, and since the couple had been arguing, she decided to remove their

bilongings. She was advised that proper eviction procedure would need to be followed

for the couple to leave. One subject involved had two outstanding Arrest Warrants

through two police agencies in Georgia, who both declined to extradite due to the nature

ofthe charges.

September 25,2009 Officers responded to Summer House in Wild Dunes to assist fire

department personnel in evacuating the building due to a fire alarm sounding at that

location. Once the cause of the alarm was remedied, all personnel left the area.

September 26,2009 An officer on patrol of the front beach area observed a female

subject, who appeared unconscious in the drivers seat of a vehicle that was parked in a

purling space. After several minutes the officer was able to awaken the subject, who

ud*ittrd that she was trying to sleep off the alcohol she had consumed. She was advised

of the law against sleeping in her vehicle and was advised to call someone to pick her up.

The subject was loud, profane, and boisterous, but was allowed to call a taxi. After

approximately thirfy minutes, she was asked to call and check to see how long the taxi

would be. After making a phone call the subject stated that the person she called hung up

on her, at which time the duty Communications Clerk advised the officer that the subject

had just dialed 9l l and hung up on them. Due to the subjects severe intoxicated state the

decision to arrest the subject was made. While being handcuffed, the subject resisted by
pulling away to avoid being restrained. The subject had to be taken to the ground to be

properly handcuffed and was charged with Disorderly Conduct, No Overnight Sleeping

in Vehicles, and Resisting Arrest.

September 26,2A09 A female subject who had been staying in Wild Dunes during a

work conference reported that while receiving a massage, she had been touched

inappropriately. She stated that she complained to management then reported the incident

to police. A statement was taken from the victim and from the suspect the following day.

The incident has been assigned to an Investigator to follow-up on.

September 27 ,2009 An officer on patrol stopped a vehicle on Palm Boulevard near 7th

Avenue for an equipment violation and while speaking to the driver detected an odor of

alcohol and observed an open container of beer in the vehicle. The driver submitted to

several Field Sobriety Tests, which he failed. The subject was transported to headquarters

for a Datamaster Test, where he refused to provide a sample. The subject was charged

with DUI and transported to the Detention Center.

Personnel/Communitv Relations

September 9,2009 TCO Fran Overdorf received the August Employee of the Month

Award after being nominated by the Investigations Supervisor. She was recognized for



researching Craig's List on her own time and locating the owner of a set of wedding rings

that were recently lost on the beach.

September 1I,2009 A couple visiting the Isle of Palms sent a letter of appreciation to

PFC Chavez commending him for the professional manner that he displayed when he

handled a situation when their small dog was attacked by two loose dogs near where they

were staying.

September 2I,2009 Officers provided traffic control for the Plant a Palm ceremony on

palm Boulevard between 21" and22"o Avenue. The ceremony dedicated a historical

marker to commemorate the replanting of palm trees after Hurricane Hugo, and was held

on the 20th anniversary of the Hurricane.

September 25,2009 The formal Grand Opening to the new Public Safety Building was

held in front of the new building, with an Open House following. A11 officers who were

not working attended the event. Two officers along with two firefighters were Color

Guards for the ceremony.

September 30, 2009 For the month of September, officers discovered five businesses
and two homes with open or unsecured doors. A total of sixty-three Victim of Crime
Forms were issued to business or homeowners for various violations noted, or to advise

them that an officer checked their business during the night while on patrol.
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TELECOMMUNICAT10NS MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

10′3′2009

During the month of September 2009, the Telecommunications Office received and dispatched 4023 calls for

servicl to the four (4) public safety agencies of lsle of Palms and Sullivan's lsland, and the National Park

Service. The following is a breakdown of activity by department.

!OPPD !OPFD S!PD S:FD NPS TOTALS

September-09 2,686 81 793 12 0 3.572

September-08 3.438 59 650 20 0 4・167

perceⅢta91 010101 122●/0 1370/● 1226/6 1400/Oi 0°/。 1140/。

Yearto Date 2009 26.947 735 3,234 199 0 36.115

Yearto Date 2008 30,793 722 7.265 179 打 38,960

'01Cehtag。―ChaⅢ31 1120/01 20/o 130/0 11・/61 00/0 170/0

BusBness CheckS SPR Service Calls Total Services

Tract 1:

Breach Inlet to 1Oth Ave 116 44 179 339

Tracl2:

Ocean Blvd to JC Long to 14th Ave 174 0 89 263

Tract 3:

10th Ave North to 21st Ave SOuth 232 53 248 533

Tract 4:

21st Ave North to 31st Ave SOuth 99 58 179 336

Tract 5:

3'lst Ave North to 41st Ave South 3 257 371

Tract 6:

Forest Tra‖ 6 0 20 26

Tract 7:

41st Ave North to 57th Ave 176 153 165 494

Tract 8:

Wild Dunes 67 7 123 197

Tract 9:

IOP Connector 12 0 59 71

Tract 10:

County Park 0 0 0 0

Tract 99:

Off lsland 0 0 56 56

Totals: 885 572 1229 2686



lsle of Palms Police Department Officer Activity
SePtember 2009

September
2009

September
2008

Percentage
Change

Year To Date

2009

Year To Date

2008

Percentage
Change

Service Calls 1229 1247 -1o/o 12039 42828 ‐60/0

Building Checks 885 1096 -19% 8195 40459 -22Yo

SPR・S 572 1095 -48% 6701 7506 -11o /o

Traffic Stops 291 235 24Yo 2065 2717 -24o/o

Traffic Stops wffickets 98 78 260/0 716 900 -20Yo

o/o T r affic Stops wff ickets 34% 33% 10/0 3SYo 33% 50/0

DUI丁 ickets 4 0 4000/0 26 35 -26Yo

D∪S Tickets 4 4 0% 32 54 -41%

Speeding Tickets 53 54 ‐20/0 38“ 330 150

Other Trattic ttickets 53 57 -7o/o 544 844 ‐360/0

Non Traffic Tickets 9 9 0°/。 213 481 1$Yo

Parking Tickets 129 384 ^660/o 4105 2780 4BYo

Littering Tickets 0 2 0°/0 10 13 -23o/o

City Tickets 43 27 59% 285 2 1 2 34o/o

Warning Tickets 47 55 -15% 587 489 20Yo



Connector Calls For Service
August 2009

The lsle of Palms Police Department has responded to or initiated 70 calls involving
966 minutes, or 16 man hours for the month of September 2009. The following table
breaks down the type, number and time element of each call on the connector.

CaHs

September

Cal ls

Year To Date

Arrests

September

Arr€sts

Ysar to Dale

Minutes

September

Minutes

Year To Date

Avg. Minutes

September

Avg. Minutes

Year To Date

Accidents 0 1 0 12438

Trafrlc stOps

Wkh ttickets

14 110 25463 38665

Tramc stOps

Without Tickets

0 190954

C性izen Assists 0 0 1405 109103

Assist Othe「PD 0 38.64

Miscellaneous 24 0 4 42455 227126

Totals 70 2 966 10471

Sep‐08 60 2 49 12245 18
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lsle of Palms Police Department Monthly Report
SePtember 2009

ARREST SUMMARY

Type September 2009 Tota1 2009 September 2008 Tota1 2008

Adults Male 46 Female 40 Male 279 Female 103 Male 17 Female 3 Male 3 1 1Female 1 3 1

Juveniles Male 0 Female 0 Male 12 Female 7 Male 0 Female 0 Male Female 10

Narc‐Adutts Male 2 Female 0 Male 16 Female 0 Male Female 0 Male 18 Female 6

Narc-Juveniles Male 0 Female 0 Male 0 Female 0 Male 0 Female 0 Male 1 Female 0

丁OTALS: Male 18 Female 10 Maie 307 Female 可10 Male 18 Female 3 Male 341 Female 147

PROPERTY VALUES REPORTED

Type September 2009 Tota1 2009 September 2008 Tota1 2008

Burglary Stolen $1,325.00 $48,393.00 $8,248.00 $89,745.00

Larceny Stolen $27,100.00 $1 13,008.00 $5,088.00 S219,570.00

Criminal Damage S450.00 $15,654.00 SO.00 $14,703.00

MVT Stolen SO.00 $102,425.00 $22,800.00 $178,900.00

Robbery Stolen SO.00 SO.00 $0.00 SO.00

Burglary Recovered SO.00 S40・957.00 S100.00 $12,018.00

Larceny Recovered s600.00 s5.1 10.00 $3.010.00 $33,658.00

Criminal Damage Recovered SO.00 S930.00 SO.00 S30.00

MVT Recovered $45,000.00 $185,825.00 $18,300.00 s89.800.00

Robbery Recovered $0.00 SO.00 SO.00 $0.00

丁otal Stolen S28.425.00 S263‐826.00 S36,436.00 $488,215.00

fotal Recovered $45,600.00 $202,822.00 $21 ,410.00 $135,506.00

丁otal Seized SO.00 SO.00 SO.00 SO,00
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lsle of Palms Police Department Animal Control Report
September 2009

Sep-09

Monthly

Total

2009

Yeatty

Total

Sep-08

Monthly

Total

2008

YeaHy

丁otal

Cka“ons 4 18 4 49

Warning Tickets 7 10 0 15

Animals Secured 5 33 6 75

Dogs 3 27 4 43

Cats 2 7 0 9

Raccoons 0 0 1 14

Other★ 0 0 1 16

Released to: (Owner, other) 1 20 2 66

Transported to Shuler Vet 0 0 0 4

Transported to Other Vets 0 0 1 6

Transported to SPCA 4 14 2 23

Injured Animals 1 4 0 8

Trapped Animals 0 1 23

Cats 1 2 0 17

Raccoons 0 10 1 3

Other Ⅲ
★ 0 0 0 3

Dead Animals Removed 45 178 143

Traps Set 1 6 2 50

Kennel Fees SO.00 S98.00 S28.00 S188`00

12



ISLE OF PALMIS

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CRI申 質INAL INVESTIGAT10NS DIVIS10N

(CID)

Mθ ⅣrHLyRど PθRrFθ R sEPEEttER,2θ θタ

NA申 IE CARRIED

OVER

ASSICNED Total CBA E′C UNF I′A Active Ｙ

ＲＯＰＥＲＴ的
WARRANTS

SRVD
WOF REMARKS

Det.Sgt.

Caldwell
5 8 13 7 1 3 70,300 1 2

Dct.Tar 4 6 10 0
ａ
Ｄ 0 6 1,400 1 2

Total 9 13 23 10 1
ク

ヨ
9 71,700 2 4

CBA=Cleared By Arrest E/C:Exceptionally Cleared UNF:Unfounded l/A:Inactivated WOF:Warrants on File

INVESTIGATOR ACTIVITY SPECIFICS

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell conducted 9 forensic marijuana analysis.

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell prepared 4 Weekly Crime Analysis Reports, I Monthly CID

Report, 2 warrant audits and 4 evidence room audits.

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell supervised patrol for 24 hrs. & 12 hrs. of special assignments.
* Detective Tarr worked 12 hrs. of special assignments.

* Detective Sergeant Caldwell attended 4 hrs' ofin-house training.
* Detective Tarr attended 4 hrs. of in-house training & 8 hrs. (White Collar Crime/Columbia, SC).

* Investigators were notified, responded to, and processed 3 crime scenes.
* Investigators conducted 2 hours surveillance (narcotics investigation).
* Investigators conducted forensic analysis ofevidence collected, seized & secured from crime scenes for 3 hrs.
* Investigators made two transport trips to Columbia, SC (SLED Forensics Laboratory) to deliver

evidence for DNA analysis.

* Bond Hearings: 19
* Preliminary Hearings: 3
* Telephone Contacts: 31
* Narcotics Laboratory Delivered / Pickup: I

* Grand Jury (# cases presented): 2
* Victim Letters Sent: 24
* Victim Notification: 32
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